FREEMANSORY -QUO VADIS ? ( WHITHER THOU GOEST? ) 

1
I should begin by clarifying a few matters-

-Remove any misunderstanding there may be in coming here  that  the paper being presented tonight has no relevance or reference in any way whatsoever  to the blockbuster film, starring Robert Taylor and Debora Kerr first screened  in 1951, named QUO VADIS.. I hope this will not be too big  a disappointment to anyone present.   

- Pardon me for  not seeking the aid of modern technology as I dispensed with  using the slides for the simple reason  I am unable to see from this stand what is on the screen much less  try to provide any explanation for what it displays.

- The information provided in this paper is not solely of my own thoughts but accumulated over time from reading  various literature and  the website and now reproduced in this paper. to address the subject matter. 

- I hope you find the somewhat voluminous  information reproduced here, more interesting and less exhausting.    

-  I  apologise if  at times  the correlation of my facts are is imprecise and I expect   they will be promptly questioned  tonight. and I welcome  it.

2
Whither is Freemasonry  going from here.?   Freemasonry- Quo Vadis? A question being addressed by members from  Grand Lodge , through District right down to the member of every lodge. Many searching studies on this subject have been undertaken and presented for discussions by all who view the declining membership in the Craft with concern  and are anxious to find ways to  reverse it.

3
It is my hope that this paper will stimulate  perceptive discussions from all present. though we may not  readily provide all the answers or solutions. It is among one of the many papers in search  of  a solution and  perceived by one in this tiny island state..  

4
To assess where we are going we need to understand  where we came from and who we are

5
This paper is sectioned into 

1 The period before Speculative Masonry- 1717

2 The period from Speculative Masonry to 1945

3 The period from 1946 to the present day- in Singapore

4 Then to the future.

a)
Before Speculative masonry

1
Although many may  attempt to trace the roots of Freemasonry  back to ancient structures and practices in Egypt, Syria, Babylon and other ancient eras, it is agreed without much dissent within the Craft that its origins are reliably documented from the time of the Operative Mason about the en 1300s/beginning 1400s. He was primarily a stonecutter with  special skills in hewing ornamental stones for erection in cathedrals and castles and enjoyed the privileges of a trade gild.  claiming exemption from the control of local guilds in order that he might  travel freely in the execution of his skills..

To protect their status within their job places and their craft they organized themselves into lodges. 

2
As they approached  the latter part of the 1600s the lodges recognised  the declining numbers in their membership attributable to the  gathering momentum which was to lead to the industrial revolution which brought with it, the creation of many more gilds and unions. The decline in the construction of cathedrals and castles also contributed to the falling numbers in membership. To maintain their strength Lodges began to invite the landed gentry into the craft offering honorary membership. and  thus unwittingly  sowing  the seeds  of Speculative Masonry. as  lodges opened full membership to the intelligentsia and  the landed gentry

3
If one were to place oneself in the shoes  of the operative mason at the time  one can fully empathise with  the apprehensions he courted wrestling with what needed to be done to arrest the declining membership ,in much the same way  as we are doing today.

b)
Speculative Masonry to 1945

1
When  Speculative Masonry was firmly established in the early 1700s, the Operative would have been both surprised and  puzzled  at the changes introduced into the Craft he had  been part of and familiar with for  many years. It represented a substantial change following  the introduction of  rituals with Biblical references now reasoned to have been introduced into Masonry through the influence of some Knights Templar who escaped persecutions in 1300s in Europe to find refuge on the west coast of Scotland and north east England. The compilation of the Anderson Books of Constitution laid out the Old Charges with the first comprehensive  formal rules and regulations of the Craft which not only would have puzzled him all the more but would have been incomprehensible to him a stone-cutter. Could  that  period  of change  be  considered the  First Revolution within Craft?.

2
The Masonic ideals and principles had much in common with  fertile  ideas for freedom of expression of thought, of conscience, liberty  and equality  Free minded intellectuals sporned  principles and ideas which were to ignite and lead to the  removal of  shackles which bound men physically and philosophically  by the then ruling religious orders and despots.  It cannot be a coincidence that the major uprisings against oppression occurred in USA, France, and Germany Italy in the late 1700s after the establishment of Freemasonry . .These ideals and hopes of Masonry  have now become  the norm in civilized societies. Has Masonry outlived its objectives? Like the consultant engaged to improve efficiency  in the operation of   a particular job has Masonry  worked itself out of a job?. 

3
With its spirituals  ideals  and principles it attracted the gentry,  the wealthy and  later graced and favoured by royalty  The Craft grew from strength to strength as its practices nurtured and  offered a fraternal and spiritual bonding  among its members.  With its intellectual  popularity and influence it  invited the wrath and constant condemnation  of the religious orders who could not forget that it was the Masonic ideals and influence  which contributed to  defusing  their power and  they thus accused  Freemasonry  quite wrongly to offer an alternative form of  worship to their flock as an alternative religion.. They envied and feared the power and influence of Masonic ideals as it began to weave  and permeate  through society.

4
However world Freemasonry was not one integral whole but represented many facets of the craft. Unlike Freemasonry in the British isles , their counter parts on the Continent took an active role in the policies against the Church and the State. and Anglo Saxon masonry was tarred with the same brush  accused of conspiring to overthrow the Church and government .This was contrary to the truth,  but the tarnished image held through all criticism of masonry whenever it was made.

5
An acrimonious tirade of criticism ensued which has persisted to this day.. Masonry which has incorporated in its rituals and teachings religious connotations and references  are condemned especially within certain allied degrees, as sacrilegious and as devil worship by the religious orders particularly by the Christians  

6
I am unable to provide statistics for the rate of growth and the strength of masonry before the second world war. It would be interesting figures to study. 

c)
1946 to Present day in Singapore

1
The experience within our District ,following the second world war saw the military personnel of the Allied forces return to reoccupy the empire or  stationed themselves in occupied territories.. In its wake the civil and business communities followed and together they   brought with them a surge of interest and consequently enlargement in the membership of the local lodges. 

2
For thirty years thereafter,  the local lodges enjoyed a vibrant and robust fellowship until about the mid seventies when the expat having served his term of office, began his return to his homeland. The membership dwindled with the local members taking up some of the slack. A further blow was dealt the lodges in that the  returning brethren took with them their valued knowledge and experience in masonry. By their dedication the locals have to a large extent made up for that loss  .with the continuing support of  the expat Brethren who remained behind and others who later joined the Craft..

3
In referring to the minutes of meetings of my mother lodge Lodge Ailsa, held soon after the second world war,  it was regularly reported that the attendance at  lodge meetings averaged about 80 members while the total  membership stood at about 140. Today it is less than a third.     

4
The period from 1946 to about 1975 can be seen to be an exceptional period in the local Craft, Will there be  any relevance or significance in comparing  the membership figures of that time with those of today?. In Singapore’s  case I can foresee an exceptional period approaching in the wake of  the government’s change in policy to invite and welcome more  expatriate businessmen which step we expect could  again enhance the membership figures in the Craft..

5
These again will be valuable yet transient membership and the need to enhance  the local membership ratio cannot  be over emphasised.

6
The expats of earlier years well supported the lodges treating them as a second home where they could retire, relax and enjoy the fraternity and conviviality of good fellowship. The local masons in their lifestyle saw no necessity for  a second home in the same way, since they have their family environment, their long standing friends, their regular clubs etc to  also engage their time and interest.  Hence their support in the Craft could not match the numbers of the former years. .

d)
Then to the Future

1
The falling membership of Masonic lodges is a critical worldwide phenomena in the Craft including  this region requiring us   to address some pertinent questions. The rate of loss of membership outstrips its enrolment .

2
The path that Masonry follows will to a large extent depend on the strength of the lodges and its activities as perceived by the community. Can it survive by primarily offering moral and spiritual values  which are already   well  provided by the institutionalised religions which  today have  shed their former impositions and intolerances. As a social society does Masonry have sufficient appeal   when it has to compete with other clubs and associations  offering and providing much more by way of activities , entertainment. and  investments opportunities. Thus is Masonry  initially  perceived from a local perspective.

3
At its inception the underlining message of masonry was for  freedom of  conscience equality and justice with a spirituality  welcomed by many   Does the message have the same mass appeal today?

4
Present day Masonry has its appeal among a select few and in Singapore  will never be able to compete for membership with the other regular clubs and associations. It will appeal to those who already enjoy the privileges of popular clubs  ,those who already have established themselves in business with a comfortable  lifestyle. It will appeal to him who seeks spiritual peace within himself not complicated with religious edicts and a social association with like- minded brethren in universal fellowship. 

5
If Masonry is to have its   place in the community it however will need to  emphasise and live out its tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth to a more practical and positive extent. It still retains the values and principles which can benefit man in his pursuit for moral freedom in many  parts of the worlds particularly in Asia and Sth and Central America where such freedom is not respected nor experienced. in every day life

6
It therefore has the potential and the responsibility to spread its message further a field beyond its present parameters. One can see the growth of masonry particularly in the Asian region with more optimism. Asians  did not live through the Reformation to harbour incessant deep rooted acrimony or resentment towards Masonry. 

.  
7
In our District much more has yet  to be seen to be done  in the involvement and  participation of charitable activities  for the benefit of the community . While in the west non Masonic charities have been undertaken in a more positive transparent and pragmatic way with the establishments of hospitals, medical centres etc. it has yet to be duplicated in our District, perhaps not in Singapore
8
This may be due to the lack of funds within the District. However the outlook may begin to change as it would appear that the fortunes of the District are changing for the better as Masonic properties are being realized to provide a more than respectable cash flow. There lies the opportunity to direct more investments to benefit non Masonic charity within the community and bring the desired recognition to the craft.

9
To be a vibrant society Masonry cannot ignore a part it must play to be recognized within the Community and here to uphold its principle tenet of Relief needs to be clarioned to the Community. More needs to be done in Singapore than is being done at the present as the character and nature of our society expects it and recognizes the cock that crows 
10
What do I see as essential changes and improvements the Craft could address? Here are some suggestions which may to a few be somewhat controversial. but will encourage our discourse to be all the more engrossing. 

11
Within the practices of the Craft the members should experience a proficiency in it its management and discipline, a fulfillment in its spirituality , moral rectitude, its philanthropic contributions, its convivial fellowship and its brotherhood. 

Then To the Future

12
What can be further accomplished to make the Craft an institution which appeals to the men of today particularly in Singapore and further a field? and make right minded men want to continue to be a part of this brotherhood. 

13
Perhaps it can be viewed from two aspects-

a
From a micro scale. - manageable by the District/Lodges. 

b
From a macro scale- managed by Grand Lodge

14
The District has circulated a survey questionnaire to members intending to receive a feedback for  comments suggestions and improvements to the management  and practices in the lodges Many such suggestions have been  introduced  and more are under review. .

15
In recent years there have been greater transparencies in events held by the District/Lodges eg District installation dinners being held in public venues with members of the public in attendance, more Ladies dinning-in functions.etc

16
In preparing this section I received valuable comments from various Brethren on specific   topics the District/Lodges could address and improve on and I highlight some of them along with my own for review and discussion. I thank those Brethren and expect that you may have more to add. You may have encountered these suggestions before.

Education Programme

17
There is a lamentable ignorance of the rituals, its allegories, symbols and its esoteric teachings and I see an urgent need for implementing in the District a concerted programme for improving the education and knowledge of the Candidates, Members and Masters administered perhaps under the aegis of a district committee, to monitor-

a
- Selection of a Candidate by a methodical and selective process

b
- It should be the responsibility of the lodge to ascertain as far as possible that the candidate will be socially and mentally compatible with the members of the Lodge he is joining. , in order that he is able to better integrate and wholly enjoy the fellowship within the Lodge 

c
- The Candidate should be given more time to familiarize himself with the Craft before being initiated, at least three months after he has submitted his application form. In that time he is introduced to as many Brethren of the intended lodge - at the bar, at lunches, attendance at least at one Festive Board, at a Ladies’ Night etc in order that he will be able to appreciate better those he will come to regard as Brothers within the fraternity.  

d
- Be provided with the relevant Masonic literature prepared for a candidate. and ensured he is conversant with its teachings

e
- He should not be rushed into the Craft for the mercenary objective to provide the Lodge with additional revenue to meet its current administration expenses.

-f
 If possible a way be found  for him to be given  some idea of the ritual, a brief exerp, to ascertain his interest in ritual work and his regular attendance at meetings  . We would not want him to be frightened away by the ritual but to be able to determine before hand whether the workings would interest him and not deter him from participation. His acceptance should be expressed before he is initiated.

g
- The candidate be made fully aware  of the costs entailed in being a supportive member. of the Lodge - admin costs, regalia, activities, functions, charities, and in Singapore the heavy building maintenance cost etc

h
- The initiate then progresses to the subsequent degrees after an interval of not less than 4 months each during which time he is closely guided with all the relevant literature, explanations and information of the rituals ,its workings, the lodge furniture, etc to fully prepare him for the next degree. and it should be seen that he is conversant with all that is required of him.

18
We should be constantly studying and reviewing ways to reduce the early drop out rate of membership with the object of retaining the few who will be knowledgeable in the teachings and traditions of the Craft thereby offering valuable support...

Education for Masters/Past Masters

19
Masters and past masters by the time they have acquired those positions, are to possess humility and be conversant. compassionate   and mature in the management of all affairs as they relate to the Lodge and its members

- we must ensure that blackballing never is allowed to raise its ugly head in open lodge. Prior discussions conducted along with necessary investigations will pre-empt this contemptible act. . It not only besmirches the image of the Lodge and Craft but also the image and character of the candidate who is an innocent party. 

-  eradicate bickering and polarisation   within the lodge which causes serious disharmony and breaches one of our principle tenets-Brotherly Love.- 

- balloting has been known to be cast more than once at the same meeting for the same candidate displaying a breach of  our Laws as the rejected candidate can only be re-balloted after a period of 12 months. 

- Ensuring proper, prompt and regular maintenance of the accounting and secretarial records to be regularly announced at meetings

- Fuller understanding and interpretation of the Constitution, bye-laws,      

rituals, practices etc eg as being familiar with  the inter constitutional relationship (The Concordat of 1905)  where the first para states that suspended members of one constitution are prohibited from visiting  lodges  of other constitutions

-  taking the time to explain the full responsibilities, duties and their meanings to each officer bearer in the lodge 

-  a concerted effort with pride to raise the standard of the ritual workings in each lodge- which is readily and essentially achieved with the cooperation of the past masters. The rituals are most beautiful  when the parts are well prepared .Where special attention needs to be given to singular members it should be done. The ritual eloquently demonstrated is an emotionally stirring experience. to leave behind. Should a competition be held every two years.?

-  a course in enhancing the qualities of leadership among the brethren.

-  encourage lodge visitations - the Far East lodges have inherited   the unique privilege  not available to  Lodges in the UK with exception of two or three centres where the three constitutions interact so regularly and so closely.-make use of this opportunity to regularly study and understand the other’s rituals.

- Should serious consideration be given to holding two-monthly or quarterly meetings in place of the monthly meetings now held in the Blue Lodges to relieve much of the pressure on the officers/members and make available time for attention to the side and allied degrees It would enable the brethren more time to prepare for the ritual workings within the Lodge.

-Masonry should be a pleasant and enjoyable experience within a convivial atmosphere among like-minded brethren.

Co-Ordinator

20
To assist the masters and past masters in trying to raise and maintain a proficient standard would it be desirable to appoint a number of Coordinators for the Singapore “sub district”, empowered to act as personal representatives of the DGM. The duties of the DDGM in Singapore may already include some of the responsibilities stated above. At present the Lodges require guidance in many routine practices of masonry some lodges more than others and many masters and senior brethren of Lodges will be relieved to know and welcome the idea that such guidance is readily available with the imprimatur of the DGM

21
The coordinator should carry the stature of a senior, mature and knowledgeable mason willing to offer guidance whenever approached

Non-Masonic Charity

.. 
22
Non- Masonic charity is the most telling and significant impression which Masons are able to give, undertake and partake within   the community today. Gr Lodge has emphasized this undertaking in its pronouncements. We in Singapore should firmly encourage its implementation. 

23
Just for  information, I would like to mention in passing, that while it is unlikely that we will be able to emulate the extensive charitable successes of the Shiners and the Mormons both possessing Masonic origins and influences, we must marvel at the results of their efforts and accomplishments .Respectively their annual income and assets are US$163m and US$11 B and the establishment of 22 children hospitals and US$20B all directed towards charity and towards their members. welfare   

24
I do not suggest that masonry here will be able to even closely replicate these organizations’ accomplishments as we do not have the infrastructure, the membership size. nor their philosophy but can we learn   from those who have been successful. Interestingly the Mormons levy a fee of 20% on a member’s monthly salary while the Shriners make a monthly collection from its members for charity  Too high a price for us.
25
Singapore boasts an excellent medical system and all its peoples have access to the finest medical attention without the burdening crippling costs. It would be folly to try to build hospitals, medical centres clinics etc as has been done in India as there is no necessity to do so here. We can study aspects on how to use the facilities which exists here  to assist the less fortunate from overseas  suffering rare diseases, by working in conjunction with other  overseas Lodges and the medical members in the craft.

26
Yes Masons have to be pro-active in this present age in  its responsibility towards the community only then can it grow and flourish and be fulfilling.

27
It should not be overlooked however that particularly in the Western countries where masonry has been establish for long years many successful charitable activities have been undertaken and provided for the local communities yet a decline in membership is reflected.  Some Australian Lodges do not witness an initiation for four years. 

28
Most  charitable contributions to non Masonic charities herre have been  made to a few selected institutions with quiet modesty .It has been  done discreetly to the extent that the local community were unaware of the commendable contributions being regularly made by masons 

Masonic Ball

29
To relate and be accepted within the community it will be necessary to project an impressionable image of the Craft eg organizing a Masonic Ball in perhaps alternate years inviting the full publicity of the media, where a handsome cheque is presented to a selected non-Masonic charity, sponsorship for medical treatment for special and rare cases, or suitable scholarships etc announced. Dignitaries and celebrities be invited to add to the publicity of the occasion. The idea being to spread the message that the Masons are a vibrant, contributing   active and responsible participant in this community. And not an insular and self satisfying group of indifferent convivial men

30
The funds required to meet the expenses will be raised through the ingenuity of the Singapore brethren with every assistance welcome from the District and be viewed as an investment for the future good of Masonry in this country

The Civil Service/Military       

.

31 Before the mid 70s almost all members of  lodges  were primarily  from the Expat military, civil service and the business communities.. Today only the business  community is the main contributor.. Will it be desirable to discretely conduct an in-depth  study of  this anomaly to ascertain  if Masonry can be presented in a favorable light to these institutions . Should one be undertaken to ascertain their responses towards Masonic movement and determine the reasons .and if possible  provide the appropriate solutions. I believe it is on record that the Mentor Minister Mr Lee Kwan Yew once complimented the Craft on the integrity of its members. 

32
There has been a disconnect between the early expat and the local community in the years before the war and the 30 years immediately after .. The expat understandably moved in a different social level and environment  and also contributed  to charities in his  homeland. The local community was not exposed to the values of the Craft except to see members gathering at regular interval meetings, unaccompanied by their lady partners, dressed as  penguins and being driven home by their syces  ,reveling in a  jolly state,  at the wee hours of the morning . The secrecy surrounding  the meetings led the Temple to be commonly referred to in the local vernacular as Rumah Hantu ( Ghost House or Haunted House).

34
Each time I  visit the Club, I  invariably have to direct and explain to the now ‘proverbial fountain of information’ taxi drivers of Singapore having ten/fifteen  or more years  experience in their trade,  the precise location of the Masonic Club which has been standing at  its present location for  more than  a hundred years .   
33
There was neither attempt nor the need for the Craft then to relate to the local community  which remained in its ignorance of the practices and traditions of the Craft, being part of the legacy that has been  handed down. This ignorance of the Community  towards Masonry has to be redressed  Unlike in the west a Masonic  hall can be seen in almost every little town as one grows up in the familiarity of its presence.
Fellowship

34 I would like to take a little time to comment on  one aspect of Fellowship within our Lodges It has been an essential and integral part of the Masonic movement  since its  inception. . Yet in our most frequent assemblies for fellowship at the festive boards dissent in certain cases are displayed in contributing towards   the cost of  alcoholic beverages which has been  the relaxing lubricant  to the conviviality of Masonic fellowship.

35 The forerunners to operative masonry after  a hard day’s labour retired to the congenial atmosphere of the nearest pub to rejuvenate their exhausted spirits and bodies and relax to enjoy  in the company of like-minded craftsmen. before  returning home for the night. In the fellowship which was gradually built up he sought ways of protecting their common interests in their jobs and adjourned to the premises above the  pub to formulate the beginnings of a lodge. It is to be recognized that the partaking of  beverages is a cherished Masonic tradition stretching as far back to the time about  the formation of the Lodge  and is as integral a part of the Craft as much as its furniture.

36
So  much so that the Scottish Masons in their wisdom and nationalistic fever have seen fit to enshrine in their Constitution rules to monitor   the ‘sale of alcohol “  prescribing careful pre-requisites for such sale eg The Club shall be under the control of  the Master, Wardens, Secretary and Treasurer, it shall not be opened during a lodge meeting, it shall not be opened on Sunday etc. The beverage  is endearingly  recognized as the bonding fluid  of Masonic harmony. 

37
The English have not overlooked this sacrosanct practice and its Constitution states with an approving  nod that “ The proprietor or manager of a tavern or house at which the Lodge meets shall not hold any office in the Lodge without a dispensation from the DGM.”  I did ask to see the dispensation for our Club, but it could not be readily produced. I am not about to press the point. 

    . 

38
If some brethren are irked at contributing towards this bacchanalian stream and do not view it  a necessary part of bonding in harmony at the festive board is there merit in designating one of the lodges  a Temperance lodge where such brethren may attain the fellowship they seek without  indulging in the spirited beverages – uisge  beathe –the water of life..  

.39
Let us touch on the exoteric considerations for the Craft which  can only be changed   by a decision of  Gr Lodge Tonight they are raised purely for the attention of the Brethren present to stimulate some reflections on the subjects They may border on controversy.

Masonry vs Christianity/Islam

40 From its inception Speculative Masonry incorporating in the Old Charges  in Anderson’s Constitutions in 1723 and 1738 were the guiding principles of the Craft for many years. Changes were incorporated as time and circumstances demanded them. 

41 Up to the time and   after  world war ll many notable changes were made to these precepts  eg treating the penalties now as symbolic in character, in Chapter the removal of the three names incorporating deities etc. It would appear that some  of the changes were undertaken to diffuse the denunciating criticisms of the Christian  Churches in the UK which became zealously opposed to the practices and principles of the craft. 

42 Today what does Anglo Saxon Masonry stand for-

43
The UGLE  current  statements on the essentials precepts of the Craft are-

a
The essential qualification for admission and continued membership is a belief in the Supreme Being. (Interestingly not in God- my words). .

b
The Three Great Principles ( Tenets) of Masonry- 

Brotherly Love-Every true Mason will show  tolerance and respect for the opinion   of others and behave with kindness and understanding to his fellow creatures   

c
Relief –Freemasons are taught to practice charity and to care not only for their own but also for the community as a whole.

d
Truth- Freemasons strive for truth, requiring high moral standards and aiming to achieve them in their own lives.   

e
A Freemason is encouraged to do his duty first to his God,( by whatever name he is known) ( now the reference is to God- my words) through his faith and religious practice  

d
Masonry is non-political and the discussions of politics at Masonic meetings is forbidden. This edict had to have been introduced many years later in Masonry or our American brethren  would not have succeeded intheir participation as they did in 1776 at the war of independence..

e
From its earliest days Freemasonry has been concerned with the care of orphans ,the sick and the aged. Freemasonry demands from its members a respect of the law of the country in which he works and resides.  
f
Masonry subscribes to the four virtues of Temperance, Fortitude Prudence and Justice

44
I can’t think of more noble ,  honourable principles and virtues by which civilized man  should abide and be guided. In many respects they reflect the teachings of the major religions of the world., except that Masonry is able to gather men of diverse faiths to assemble without dogma, and harmonise as  men equal on the level under the same roof. 

A man professing a particular religion will make a better mason.

45
In what now has transposed into a  world where the septre of materialism is so earnestly and  aggressively sought and revered , these principles must radiate as a beacon  appealing to  the nobler ideals and instincts of humanity. with Masonry seeking a universal brotherhood of man.. Man cannot live by bred alone.

46
There is no other club association I know which expounds these noble virtues and mandates its members sworn to uphold these principles binding on their conscience and invoking  God as  witness  to their obligations.

47
Are these principles today able to  stir man’s minds to further changes to reflect the conscience of  modern man.? Religions especially Christianity have undergone radical changes in philosophy  enabling them to be more tolerant and accommodating of other beliefs. than at the time the principles of masonry first fired the minds of just men..

48
In its course through the years Freemasonry has been the brunt of severe and damning criticism for its beliefs and practices. It is understandable that from its speculative inception  its principles were strongly opposed to the then dogmatic and intolerant regimes.. Today the very principles which Freemasonry profess  of Liberty, and freedom are by  far accepted  widely

49
So as a body or club what can we offer. Is the next revolution within the Craft imminent and is it prepared to accept a rejuvenation and acceptable and significant  changes to our  practices.?

50
Our principles are noble, desirable, eternal and praiseworthy for humanity. Why  has there still to be confrontation with the different faiths especially  Christianity ,Islam etc We are in  Asia where peoples of differing beliefs  have readily accommodated and co-existed  in the most part  for many generations. Asia has not grown up nor been immersed in the acrimony that masonry encountered in Europe for over two hindred years. and does not harbour the same historical animosity towards Masonry.  

51
Can Masonry as a Craft extend its Light of   principles and ideals further and more extensively especially into Asia, poised  to become  a global centre for the 21 century. where  the ideals and principles can yet bring spiritual  and social relief to many.

52
Masonry is a peculiar system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols all of which by themselves  are not incompatible  with the faiths and customs  in Asia.

53
Is it at all possible for the craft to remove or modify some of the disagreeable aspects within its principles and practices in such a way as to cease  or nullify the continued wrath of the Christian faiths and yet retain its essentially accepted  traditions and principles.?. It is also in the teachings and practices of the allied degrees where much of the controversies lie. Most of the literary criticisms against Masonry have been launched on works written before the second world war.

54
It would appear that the Christians fear today is the possible  religious practice  that Masonry threatens or appears  to offer .as an alternative. But there is so much virtue and nobility in Masonry  to make men morally better men .and its principles in a large measure  complement  the teachings found in   many religious institutions  Yet It is baffling that a vendetta continues to survive. . 

55
The claim often made is that Masonry is universal in relation to the sun at its meridian. However on the ground  there are large tracts where Masonry has  been refuted or denied access.

56
East of Suez live one billion of the Muslim faith. The followers of Islam are averse to Masonry for the incorporation in its rituals of references to Judeo Biblical passages which however  have to be pointed out are a part of the Koranic teachings . There is also a  lingering but real  suspicion developed over the last sixty years  that being an association with origins in the West boasting of prominent political leaders among its members  that it  not unreasonably  is perceived as  a Trojan Horse  established to conveying  subterfuge and  clandestine moral and political  doctrines. The Muslims do remember their bloody encounters   with the Crusaders/Knights Templar which has associations with Masonry. 
57
Would it be too radical to suggest that  our Turkish/ Muslim Indian brethren working together  translate the rituals and principles into Arabic using the same implements and tools to explain  their moral significances, applied to a celebrated Muslim structure  in place of King Solomon’s Temple, which is   based on  the Books of Kings and Chronicles. They are more than capable to do so.

58
An establishment of a Grand Lodge in amity with GLE in the  various different countries of the Muslim world and the compilation of rituals which are based on and expound the Islamic culture instead, will go a long way to alleviate much of these suspicions and  reservations

59
The same arguments hold good for Indonesia
60
In India there are about one billion people guided by  beliefs  in Hinduism..  Masonry is experiencing a steadfast growth in India  under the stewardship of its own Grand lodge.Masonry was first established in Calcutta in the late 1700s. Today there are 300 lodges with 15000 members.  One Lodge in Hyderabad has translated its ritual into Urdu.  The Grand Lodge of India with the approval of UGLE   recently established its own Rose Croix  Chapter with minor modifications to the Christian religious references.  Could our Indian brethren  do more to make Masonry more amenable, acceptable and understandable to its several  communities.

61
Here again  would it be a difficult task  for our Indian  brethren to undertake  translations into further dialects/languages for the rituals to appeal in a more direct way to those interested  to practice them., using recognized structures/temples in the Hindu culture of which there are numerous, to replace King Solomon’s Temple.

62
In China with its centralized governance and  where there is over one billion people Masonry is not permitted as the primary reason being that it is  answerable to institutions outside the country and the notion still held that it is a secret society. The answer  could be to have a Grand Lodge of China in amity with UGLE  and  rituals expressed in the Chinese languages with references to a notable Chinese structure eg the great wall of China. I am sure our Brethren in Hong Kong will  consider it a singular honour to begin with these translations.

63
These new Gr Lodges thus proposed  should be in amity with the UGLE  according their members the right  to reciprocal visits. The suggested  translated rituals will be a welcome addition in our district.

65
Will the doors of Masonry be open and more acceptable to many many more than otherwise. I am not suggesting that larger membership is a desirable objective  but instead  consider ways to arrest the decline and further expose the virtues of the Craft to peoples who do not now have that opportunity.

Singapore Girl

66
Here is a tricky one. though I will raise it.

67
The Singapore girl today is independent sophisticated , confident  competent and her marriage is accepted on an equal partnership basis unlike that of her parents. Will it make a significant difference to the enrolment of the desired  younger members into the Craft, if she were accorded an opportunity to engage herself in some associated activity  involving masonry  ,.Would it encourage  some men to enter and continue supporting  the Craft knowing that their spouses have access to the  knowledge which can be   shared and not wholly  delineate one party from the other’s interests. Singapore is a city state with its own distinctive characteristics which need to be taken into account.. 

68
We learn from the changes made by clubs such as the Lions Clubs which invited  the support of Ladies to a once exclusive male organization  have been well received with success  especially in Asian countries.

69
Today UGLE is firmly opposed to the idea .Personally I am not supportive of  it but in the changing scenario will  it require closer scrutiny if it should   benefit  the Craft. Would it be prudent to continue to retain those principles which may not well serve the interests of the Craft.?

Conclusion

70
The noble virtues of Masonry are what makes better men of us but by itself the Craft  is unable to play a significant role in society today as a club/association for the layman. It requires the social aspects of a club to sustain the interests of its members. It requires to be a disciplined body of men displaying a sound  knowledge and grasp of its teachings at the same time applying them wherever  practical.

71
The social requisites of harmonizing with its members and being an active part of the community within which it resides will continue to be an essential constituent  of Masonry.

72
Is the Craft prepared to enter its next revolution by accepting that pressing and thoughtful changes are inevitable. for the continued growth and extension of its Masonic message and will it be endowed with the same courage, perseverance and vision displayed by  our early Speculative Brethren  when  they faced up to meet  the radical changes in their time..

73
Thank you WM for giving me the courteous attention of the Lodge.

WB Joe Fernandez

The Lodge St Michael No 2933 EC
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