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Compiler’s Foreword

Neither skilled in research nor in history, I was less than equal to complete the onerous undertaking begun by W. Bro. David Bailey, the Worshipful Master of Lodge St. Michael, when the lot fell on me per his expressed wish before his final journey. His enormous enthusiasm and industry for historical research, however, has resulted in his leaving behind a remarkable volume of priceless work and which has made my labour to compile this Centenary publication more a pleasure than a chore. 

I am also grateful to W. Bro. Ed Mullan, PAGDC, whose considerable knowledge of Masonic history and researches into the records at the archives of the United Grand Lodge has helped me to edit some of the materials. In addition, his research has helped to make this publication to celebrate the Centenary of Lodge St. Michael more complete.

Finally, as flaws are inevitable in a work of this magnitude, executed against unavoidable deadlines, I take full responsibility for rectifying them during my endeavour to fulfil David’s desire to continue the research during the course of St. Michael’s centenary year. I must hasten to add that he has written several other papers to commemorate the Centenary which will be published during the ensuing year. 

I am happy to conclude that several Brethren have already come forward with enthusiasm to pursue David’s unfinished quest. Together, we hope to reach that goal. 

I feel it appropriate now to know a little about David Bailey himself:               

W. Bro. David Anthony Bailey, PDG Tyler

13th May 1936 to 19th January, 2002

By W. Bro. R I Rawlings, PAGDC.

David qualified as a Quantity Surveyor in London in 1959 and was immediately called up for National Service. He was happy to be able to spend most of his two years in Hong Kong, after which he stayed on.

1964 was a special year for him, being the year when he met Valerie, who was working in Hong Kong as a physiotherapist, and the year when he established his own practice. Both ventures prospered. He and Valerie were married in Hong Kong the next year and by 1967 he had merged his practice with that of Dennis Levitt. There was a further merger in 1975 , creating the significant firm of Rider Hunt Levitt and Bailey.

Life in Hong Kong was very busy, but he found time for sailing, squash, walking, and bridge, as well as beginning a Masonic career with Corinthian Lodge of Amoy. When on holiday in Switzerland he enjoyed cross-country skiing.

His sailing exploits can only be described as being adventurous. There were two occasions when Valerie wondered if her young children had been left fatherless. At the height of the Cultural Revolution, David and his small fox terrier, were in a small dinghy, which became separated from his boat and drifted for three days through Chinese waters. They were picked up by local fishermen and then detained for two weeks in the hold of a fishing junk while the local contingent of the Peoples Army celebrated Chinese New Year. Some time later, in an unrelated incident, he was part of a team that volunteered to collect two newly-built boats from Bangkok. His boat ran short of fuel and had to make for the nearest port, which happened to be Saigon in the last days before its fall to the Viet Cong. David was one of the last civilians to escape.

In 1976, David, Valerie and family moved to Singapore to start a new office of Rider Hunt Levitt and Bailey and on retirement from the firm in about 1984, he undertook consulting assignments, firstly with the Marina City project and later with Shaw Brothers, building the new Shaw House Complex. His work for Shaw Brothers was extended to include services to the Shaw Foundation.

In Singapore his Masonic career developed rapidly after he was proposed as a joining member of Lodge Horsburgh by Bob Mittlesdorf in 1992. Keith Hillier was his seconder. He became Worshipful Master in 1995 and Past District Grand Tyler in 1999. After joining Singapore Royal Arch Chapter in 1993 (from Victoria RAC in Hong Kong) he became First Principal in 1998 and District Grand Janitor in 2000. 

Having been advanced in Shameen Mark Lodge in Hong Kong in 1975, he joined Malaysia Mark Lodge in 1995 and was elevated into Mayhew Royal Ark Mariners Lodge in the following year. He was elected to the Chairs of Singapore Council of Royal and Select Masters in 2000 and Mount Calvary Rose Croix Chapter in 2001. He was also an active member of Eastern Archipelago Conclave and Star of the East Preceptory and Priory.

However, the Lodge which had a special place in his heart was St. Michael, of which he was the Worshipful Master at the time of his death. He was nearing completion of a comprehensive history of Freemasonry in this District, which was scheduled for publication during the Centenary year of St. Michael commencing September 2002.           

(W. Bro. Shiva P Banerjee, PBM, PDG Pur.)

The Lodge St Michael 1902 – 1906

By W. Bro. David A Bailey, PDG Ty.

Writer’s Preface  

This paper is the first of a series to celebrate the Centenary of Lodge St Michael on 29 September 2002.

I have written these papers for reading in Open Lodge, providing copious footnotes and notes for study.

Among these are short biographies of forty-eight initial members and a chronology from 1765-1906.

If any Brother can offer additional information or entries, or indicate additional fields for research, please write in care of the Lodge St Michael, 23A Coleman Street, Singapore 179806. Alternatively contact D A Bailey directly at 19H Mount Sinai Rise, Singapore 276927, or telephone or fax 4664042, or e-mail dbailey@mbox3.singmet.com.sg.

My aims will be to rehabilitate our earliest Brethren, so their names will mean more to us than letters in gold paint on honour boards; and to stimulate Brethren to research by providing clues where information on other subjects lies.

In this paper, I pay tribute especially to W Bro William Craig, the first major historian of the Eastern Archipelago.

The 1959 Pentagram was a history of the District written by A W Frisby for the District Centenary. Frisby’s history was written after his retirement by reference to Grand Lodge sources not available here. Frisby consolidated the work of other historians. Since 1959, Eric Jennings has supplemented Frisby’s historical record. Jennings does not quote his additional sources, but they are thought to be general histories and The Straits Times’ archives.

The task of adding the last fifty years to Frisby’s work is not an easy one. Initially the Pentagram was published quarterly. Generally, before 1958, an annual edition was released. In the last forty years, only eight editions of the Pentagram have been published. Continuity since 1959 is therefore impossible through the Pentagram.

Although much has been lost through fire neglect and war, a huge amount of accumulated material remains. A comprehensive History of Freemasonry in the Eastern Archipelago by 2008 is a useful target.

No offence is meant, if full details of any brother’s rank or title are omitted. If Right Worshipful Brother the Honorable Frederick Mitchell Elliot, OBE, BA, Past District Grand Master of the Eastern Archipelago 1910-20 becomes simply Elliot, the patience of the reader is spared, as is the hand of the writer. 

We have corrected errors in text or speech to avoid the pompous (sic), and redrafted long compound and passive sentences into modern, shorter, direct ones. Direct quotations are often edited or paraphrased. We have changed capital letters and the use of full stops after abbreviations to bring text into line with modern presentation. Errors and inconsistencies will occur despite the Microsoft spell- and syntax checker. Reference can be made to the Pentagram for original text.

Influences on formation of The Lodge St Michael

There were three major influences in the formation of Lodge St Michael:

· RESEARCH - research was the passion of Sir Charles Warren;

· HISTORICAL RECONSTRUCTION -  needed to replace records destroyed by fire; 

· KEEPING OF PROPER RECORDS AND THEIR PRESERVATION - The Lodge St Michael was to ensure that Lodges’ and District records were properly kept and preserved.

RESEARCH and R W Bro His Excellency Sir Charles Warren GCMG, KCB, District Grand Master of the Eastern Archipelago 1891-1895

W Bro Walter Makepeace believes the formation of St Michael, as a Lodge of Research, was the idea of Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Warren, the District Grand Master from 1891- 1895.

I think the inspiration for the Pentagram came originally from the R W Bro Sir Charles Warren, District Grand Master. He had done a lot of work on the actual site of King Solomon’s Temple and was a recognised authority of Masonic history. Anyhow, he called together a small committee which afterwards became the Library Committee and responsible for the Pentagram.

W Bro E L S Jennings tells us that Warren was the General Officer Commanding the military forces in Singapore and that he

had several claims to fame, as a soldier and administrator in South Africa, explorer in Palestine, and reorganizer of the Metropolitan Police Force in London. He was initiated in the Royal Lodge of Friendship No 278 in Gibraltar in 1859, and was its Master in 1863. In 1887, he became Founder Master of Quatuor Coronati Lodge, the premier Lodge of Research in the English Constitution.

LOST RECORDS and W Bro Alexander Duff

In ‘Some Notes on Early Meetings of District Grand Lodge’, a paper by W Bro William Craig given to Lodge St Michael on 20 January 1909, W Bro Alexander Duff is alleged to have been taken records to his office where they were destroyed by fire.
 Craig said:

As most of you may be aware, the minute books in official custody date only from the seventies. Records of previous date have somehow disappeared. Rumour has it that they were destroyed when The Straits Times was burnt out in 1869 or thereabouts, and the fact  that W Bro Duff, who was Provincial
 Grand Secretary at that time was connected to The Straits Times lends the story some degree of plausibility.
 
KEEPING OF PROPER RECORDS AND THEIR PRESERVATION - W Bro Walter Makepeace and The Records Committee

It was The Lodge St Michael’s task to repair W Bro Duff’s loss as part of its research, but in addition, it was charged with the responsibility of preserving District and Lodge records. Makepeace establishes this third major task for Lodge St Michael in a paper ‘The function of Lodge St Michael as record keeper for the District Grand Lodge of the Eastern Archipelago’. Makepeace confirms that this purpose was set forth at its foundation.
 They implemented the central storage system at Coleman Street.

The Lodge St Michael - Petition, Consecration and Founders

The death of R W Bro Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Charles Bullen Hugh Mitchell, GCMG, District Grand Master of the Eastern Archipelago 1895-1899.

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Charles Bullen Mitchell was Sir Charles Warren’s successor and our District Grand Master from 1895-99. He had arrived in Singapore in 1893 as the Governor of the Straits Settlements, and High Commissioner for the Federated Malay Straits.
 Mitchell died at his post on 7 December 1899 and the Brethren had a long wait for Mitchell’s successor. The Lodge St Michael was formed during this interregnum between the death of Sir Charles Mitchell in 1899 and the appointment of W Bro Walter Napier in 1903.

Petition and Consecration

The sequence of the formation and consecration of Lodge St Michael is as follows.

25 June 1902
W Bro J P Joachim signed the Petition for the formation of The Lodge St Michael favourably. He ruled the District after the death of Sir Charles Mitchell until his own death on 1 July 1902.

1 July 1902
W Bro Arthur Knight, the senior Past Deputy District Grand Master a Founder Member of Lodge St Michael, ruled the District.

22 July 1902
Warrant of Constitution obtained. Lodge Number 2933 was allocated. 

29 September 1902
The Lodge St Michael was consecrated on the feast day of St Michael. No record remains of the ceremony but the 1923 Pentagram confirms that W Bro Arthur Knight was the consecrating officer.

The total cost of setting up the Lodge was Seven Pounds Nineteen Shillings, the major cost being the Warrant at Five Guineas.

The Lodge St Michael was, and still is, the sixth oldest surviving Lodge in this District, after Zetland 1845, St George 1875, Royal Prince of Wales 1885, Perak Jubilee 1888 and Read 1889. 

Founder Members and Joining members 1902-1906 and Statistics of Membership  - see Appendix.

There were twenty-one founder members and a further twenty-seven joining members between 1902 and 1906. There were frequent resignations so that the recorded total number of members did not exceed thirty-five over the period. Zetland and St George supported the founding of the Lodge almost equally, but most of the joining members were from St George.

The Name and the Banner

Why St Michael?

- A curious supernatural name for a lodge of research but many of the earlier papers and book reviews in the early Pentagrams displayed a curiosity, or even a passion for the mysterious or supernatural themes of Freemasonry. Our ‘St Michael’ is less curious than the two cherubim on the Grand Lodge coat-of-arms. 

29 September is the feast of St Michael and the two were probably linked as is the name Quatuor Coronati. It translates as the ‘Four Crowned Ones’, and alludes to four Christian soldier-artificers who were martyred by the Roman Emperor Diocletian. They became the patron saints of the medieval guilds of Masons. The Lodge’s anniversary falls on the feast of the Quatuor Coronati.
 

‘CMG’ was a common British honour in this period and stands for ‘Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George’. This coupling might have occurred to our early Brethren.

How the Banner was lost and replaced

The original banner was lost or destroyed during the Second World War. In presenting a new banner to the Lodge on 29 April 1952, W Bro Charles Herbert Withers-Payne gave the best explanation for the name ‘St Michael’, as recorded in the Minute below:

The Worshipful Master W Bro Charles Herbert Withers-Payne presented the Banner to the Lodge to replace the one lost during the Japanese occupation. In requesting W Bro Forrer to accept the Banner on behalf of the Lodge, the Worshipful Master said that the Banner was a reproduction of an old 15th Century print. He reminded the Brethren that St Michael was the Prince of Angels who trampled the King of Terrors beneath his feet and must not be confused with St George and his dragon. W Bro Forrer stated that he was honoured to accept the Banner and hoped it would remain with the Lodge for so long as it existed. He thanked the Worshipful Master W Bro Charles Herbert Withers-Payne on behalf of the Lodge for his very generous donation. The Banner was then fixed in its proper place.

St Michael is the Archangel who tramples the Prince of Terrors beneath his feet, symbolical of the dualism of good and evil originally Persian and retained in Christianity and transmitted into Freemasonry. 

Withers-Payne also designed the District coat-of-arms, which was recently replaced - see 1997 Pentagram p 105.

Early activities of The Lodge St Michael

W Bro Frederick Arthur Rickard’s Research

The Pentagram of November 1965 pages 5-15 contains extracts of W Bro Rickard’s report ‘Freemasonry in Singapore before 1905’ published by Kelly & Walsh in 1906.

It gives brief details of the various Lodges in existence at that time and confirms one reason for Lodge St Michael’s formation. 

The Lodge St Michael was formed for the purpose of research and the reading of papers of interest to the Craft, and was meant to be somewhat on the lines of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge. The numbers of members is limited as it was originally intended not to encroach on the other Lodges by performing initiations. The Lodge issues yearly a printed statement of papers read at its meetings, and where possible the papers themselves.

This is in accord with Makepeace’s recollection of Sir Charles Warren’s influence.

Rickard joined Lodge St Michael on 29 April 04 and was a member of Zetland and its Worshipful Master in 1905. He gave papers on 29 September 06 ‘The Etiquette of Freemasonry’ and 29 July 07 ‘The Science of Numbers’. The present writer has not been able to locate these papers.

Rickard’s compilation of records of the extant Lodges showed there were embarrassing voids:

The Compiler regrets that many of the old records have been lost and fears that omissions and errors may appear in a work of this sort. It is hoped they will be few and will be forgiven, and he trusts that, as the years go by, some Brother will carry on the work with additions as they occur.

Among the records lost were the first twelve years of Lodge St George and the first few years of Dalhousie Royal Arch Chapter. All of the records of the defunct Lodge Shadwell-Clerke (1890-1899) disappeared. Mount Calvary-in-the-East Rose Croix Chapter No 47 lost its first Charter granted of 14 May 1873, and a new one was issued dated 12 January 1887. Mount Olivet Rose Croix Chapter No 120 was consecrated in Perak in 1892 but fell into abeyance in 1898. The warrant was returned to the Supreme Council but all other records were lost.

This need to recover the early history of Freemasonry in the Eastern Archipelago was Lodge St Michael’s second major responsibility, and was discharged with the utmost fidelity. Their third was to apply a ligature to the hemorrhaging of records 

Rickard was influential in the Lodges and in the District as an examination of the Honour Boards and Pentagrams show, and we read that at a District Grand Lodge Meeting on 20 May 1909 that

On the motion of W Bro Elliot, seconded by W Bro Edlin, it was resolved that a past District Grand Secretary’s Jewel be presented to W Bro F A Rickard.

He resigned from Lodge St Michael on 31 December 1909.

W Bro Walter Makepeace and the Records Committee

Makepeace was a master of English prose as the following paraphrase establishes. 

Lodge St Michael should constitute itself the recording Lodge, the historian of the District. It should have a small committee charged with the specific work of keeping the records. 

The first duty of this Records Committee is to set to work to chronicle the facts of Freemasonry, beginning with the day that is, and gradually extending to the day that was.

Their second duty would be to see that not one of these records should be allowed to be lost or destroyed. We can hardly express our regret too deeply at the absolute dearth of material for Masonic history in this District.

The recognition of Record-making as one of the functions of The Lodge St Michael, and the principles upon which it should be carried out, are all I ask for now.

In conclusion, I would point out the unheroic nature of the work. The Records Committee will have to grub among dusty papers, decipher illegible handwriting, spend many hours in sorting out heaps of books and papers, suffer ignominy and neglect from secretaries and officials to whom they appeal for help; and at the end of this portion lock it securely away in the teak almeirah, probably to be overlooked for years. For them no blazoning of name on shield. The glittering jewel will never be presented as ‘a tribute for their zeal and fidelity in the Craft’. However, the zealous that follow them will rise and bless their names.

Twenty eight years later, writing from Bristol in England, a more mellow Makepeace records:

We did feel strongly that current records and interesting records of the past were well worth putting in order, so that younger members of the Craft should feel that the Eastern Archipelago had a history and an interesting one.

The Coleman Street Library

The Pentagram of 24 June 1910 tells us that:

The Library was formed in the days of Sir Charles Warren, the nucleus being the books belonging to Lodge Zetland to which have been added some books from time to time. The Library Committee has achieved the preservation of the existing books, and the records of the Lodges have been looked after to some extent. 

The Library Committee and Records Committee also prepared and bound ‘complete sets of proceedings of District Grand Lodge from 1900 - 1907’ (unfortunately not found). Lodge St Michael appears as the focal point for these activities at that time.

By 1923, the Library contained some three thousand books. They all disappeared during the Japanese occupation.

W Bro William Craig and his search for the lost word

Much of the early history, which remains, is through the activity of W Bro William Craig, and its preservation is ensured through its publication in the Pentagram. All Singapore records before 1942 were lost or destroyed during the Japanese occupation and the pre-war Pentagrams are the only easy access we have to the history of the District before 1942. 

Craig was our 13th Worshipful Master in 1914 succeeding Makepeace, and was Lodge Secretary for about eleven
 years in total between 1904-1919 (04, 07-11, 13, 16-19). 1919 is in doubt as he resigned from the Lodge on 31/10/18; possibly had just been appointed in September. He rejoined 29/9/19 before final resigning on 30/6/20. He was a member of Zetland and its Worshipful Master in 1899. 
Makepeace says of Craig

W Bro Craig was temperamentally an ideal historian. No trouble was too great for him and no fact was accepted or rejected save on mature judgment.

Craig provided the historical research for R W Bro Walter Napier’s address to the Brethren at the Jubilee celebrations of District Grand Lodge on 20 May 1909, and this Napier acknowledges:

It appears opportune for me to give a brief resume about the early days of Freemasonry in the Eastern Archipelago. In the remarks I have to make, I have been almost exclusively indebted to the valuable work of W Bro Craig, whom I think I may style the historian of the District Grand Lodge.

In ‘Some Notes on Early Meetings of District Grand Lodge’, Craig said:

…It struck me, in view of the Jubilee of this District, that it might be useful to set out the known facts concerning the foundation and early history of District Grand Lodge.

Luckily, we are not entirely dependent on minute books. There are other sources of information to fall back upon, to say nothing of newspapers and directories, which have not been fully explored yet. It is fortunate that our local rulers have from the outset made a point of circulating printed copies of their minutes. Some of these are still in existence, whilst minutes of other meetings in manuscript, presumably drafts, have been recovered from the accumulated rubbish which once littered up the side-rooms of the Lodge-building. These all relate to the period 1858 to 1867. They serve to throw a flood of light upon the early years of the existing regime, and to cause the opening scenes to stand out from a background of obscurity.

Craig’s paper continues by describing, inter alia, the installation of R W Bro W H Read as the first District Grand Master.

It is ironic that Craig and the others devoted their whole attention to the pre-1870s. They had records from 1870 onwards and saw no need to write current histories that are, in every case, sensitive. So, there is a void between 1870 and 1909 when the first Pentagram appeared. We still have ‘Year-Book’ type details and W Bro Eric Jennings has researched the rulers of those times painstakingly, but of the ordinary Members we know little.

Craig also wrote a paper ‘The Early History of Lodge Zetland’ given to that Lodge on 12 November 1915.

Craig may have been South African.
 He resigned from Lodge St Michael on 31 March 1920. 

After leaving Singapore, he settled in Katoomba New South Wales, where he died 27 July 1934. His obituary appears in the 1935 Pentagram. He was still remembered for his research:

He will be best remembered for his labours in delving through the history of Freemasonry in this District. Thanks are due to his efforts to rescue some of the old documents from ignominious neglect and possible total loss, leaving distressing blanks in our local history.

His success in assembling the many scattered records resulted in several interesting and important historical papers that may form the basis of a history of Freemasonry in this District, which still awaits a historian.

Craig would have been pleased if he knew that the work others would continue the work he started. The first of these, W Bro R A Dix, wrote papers ‘Extracts from Old Minute Books’ in 1933 and 1934 and ‘A Short History of the District Grand Lodge of the Eastern Archipelago’ in 1936. Dix died on 9 February 42 in an air raid. He had access to Craig’s work as he acknowledges on p 163 of The Pentagram for 1934. Dix produced this and many other of the 1930s Pentagrams as Secretary of the Library Committee. Dix says:

W Bro W Craig, the real historian of Freemasonry in this District and from whose papers I here quote very frequently, managed to obtain further details from the late W Bro Sadler,
 sub-librarian of Grand Lodge. With these extra details we are better able to piece together some of the doings of our ancient Brethren.

Craig’s and Dix’s efforts were further advanced by W Bros E L S Jennings and A W Frisby. Frisby’s 1959 Pentagram contains a history of the District from 1765 to 1958 and was produced for the Centenary of District Grand Lodge in 1958. W Bro E F Mullan is presently engaged on further research of Grand Lodge records. Of Dix, Jennings, Frisby and Mullan we shall learn more. 

When you next see W Bro William Craig’s name on an Honour Board, or listed in some old District record, pause a moment, and remember all he did to make available details our most distant past.

APPENDIX ONE - MEMBERS AND STATISTICS 1902-1906

Founder Members 1902 and their work.

W Bro E F Mullan compiled a list of members up to the end of 1906 extracting details from papers in United Grand Lodge London. All local records disappeared during World War II. During the period 1907-1952, only the names of more prominent members are presently available. The 12 April 10 edition of the Pentagram records the 1910 installation and lists the names of his officers which are included in the listing below:

Mullan points out the shift in emphasis in the continuing sources of membership. Of the Founder Members you can count seven from Zetland, nine  from St George and five with membership of both. Of the further 27 members before 1907, twenty were from St George, three only from Zetland, one each from Perak Jubilee and Read, and two were passed and raised within the Lodge. 

Whatever Lodge St Michael lacked in numbers and duration of membership is made up by the seniority of its members. In the list are two future District Grand Masters (Elliot and Sproule) and four Deputies (Knight, Derrick, Edlin and Makepeace).

There were 21 Founder Members. Their names alphabetically and brief details are set out.

Banks, Charles Walter. 

Secretary 1903. Member of Zetland (Worshipful Master 1891) and St George. Resigned 31 December 05.

Barker, Arthur. 

Member of Zetland (Worshipful Master 1896). Resigned 31 December 04.

Brinkworth, George. 

1st Worshipful Master in 1902. Member of Zetland (Worshipful Master 1898) and St George. District Grand Secretary. Director of Ceremonies at Eastern Gate consecration. Resigned 15 June 08.

Chalmers, James. 

Member of Zetland. Resigned 31 December 07

Chope, Herbert Irons. 

Member of St George. Died 17 January 06.

Cumming, Alexander. 

Member of St George. Resigned 31 December 05.

Craig, William. 

13th Worshipful Master in 1914. Secretary 1904, 1906/11, 1912 & 1916/19. Member of Zetland (Worshipful Master 1899). Paper 29 January 09 - Some Notes on Early Meetings of District Grand Lodge. Paper ‘The Early History of Lodge Zetland’ given to that Lodge on 12 November 1915. Presented a paper on 29 January 1916 by an English Mason Goodacre F B ‘Notes on the Emulation Working’ which as always provoked much discussion on the relative merits and antiquity of different rituals.
 Resigned 31 March 20. Died 27 July 1934 (CHECK) in Katoomba, New South Wales. Obituary and photograph Pentagram 1935. Craig’s considerable research and his contribution to our knowledge of our early history and details of his work are acknowledged in this Paper One.

Durler, Albert. 

Member of St George. Resigned 31 December 07.

Elliot, Frederick Mitchell, OBE, BA. 

Founder Member and 6th Worshipful Master in 1907. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1897). Served as Deputy District Grand Master under Napier. District Grand Master 1910/20. Lawyer and unofficial member of Legislative Council. President of the Tanglin Club 1906 & 1907. Gave paper 29 July 08 ‘Freemasonry under Foreign Jurisdictions’ (not presently traced). In the 1925 Pentagram is reproduced an excellent talk Elliot gave to a Lodge in Dorset. Lodge Elliot consecrated 7 December 1912. Elliot was a nephew of C B Buckley the historian and a senior partner with Rodyk & Davidson. He was a keen amateur photographer and exhibited his work in 1894. ‘Elliot Road’ in Siglap was named after him. Attended 1933 consecration of Royal Masonic Hospital and Great Queen St Headquarters. Elliot never forgot the District he ruled and loved and in the Grand Lodge library he hand copied old records of the earliest days of Freemasonry in Bencoolen. Died 9 November 1945
.  

Falshaw, Percy Scott. 

1st Senior Warden in 1902 and 2nd Worshipful Master in 1903. Member of Zetland and St George. District Grand Assistant Director of Ceremonies 1903.

Fisher, William Dixon. 

Member of St George. Resigned 31 December 05

Glennie, James Arthur Rayder. 

Founder Member and 1st Secretary 1902. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1901). He was Senior Warden in 1909 but resigned 31 December 10 when he departed on long leave. He returned but did not rejoin. He was active in District Grand Lodge for many years.

Gray, Joseph. 

Member of Zetland (Worshipful Master 1897). Senior Deacon of the Lodge St Michael in 1910. Involved in abortive attempt to start Lodge of Harmony in Borneo. District Junior Grand Warden in 1910. 

Kirk, James. 

1st Junior Warden in 1902. Member of Zetland and St George. Resigned 31 December 05.

Knight, Arthur. 

Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1885). Deputy District Grand Master (active) 1892. Ruled District from death of J P Joachim on 1 July 02 to appointment of Walter J Napier on 20 February 03. Career reviewed in Paper Two. He was with the Government Audit Department and published details of temperature and rainfall in the Government Gazette. He could also play the cello.

Laugher, Herman. 

Unattached. Resigned 29 September 04.

Mactaggart, James Guthrie. 

Member of St George. Excluded 31 March 10.

Robinson, Stamford Raffles. 

Member of Zetland. Resigned 30 June 04.  Commander of Knights Templar 1891. First Master Overseer in Edaljee Khory. Death announced in Pentagram 1937. Although Sir Stamford Raffles had no grandchildren, he had three sisters and several cousins. By 1900 Raffles work was fully appreciated, and his relatives did not hesitate to use his name (for example W Raffles Flint). Details of the Robinson line are not known.

Rushton, George Douglas. 

Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1905).

Thompson, George. 

Joining member of Zetland 1886 and Worshipful Master 1889.  Commander of Knights Templar 1889. Active in the formation and first Senior Warden of Edaljee Khory Mark Lodge in 1891. Past District Grand Warden. Resigned from The Lodge St Michael 31 December 04. Remained active in District Grand Lodge. At the Zetland Installation on 27 December 1910 he was presented with a gold watch to mark the 21st anniversary as Worshipful Master. ‘As Director of Ceremonies he could not be beaten. He had a long and intimate knowledge of Masonic procedure and a cast iron determination to see it properly carried out.’ W Bro Joseph Gray (see above) paid Thompson a back handed compliment when he said of Thompson that ‘he (Gray) had on occasions been pulled up with a short turn by W Bro Thompson, but he agreed that it was undoubtedly to the benefit of the Lodge to have some one not too susceptible to the feeling or opinions of others when mistakes had to be corrected.’ The newly installed Master was W Bro Burt (qv), W Bro T O Mayhew performing the ceremony. Mayhew was Secretary, and was the Director of Ceremonies supreme in District proceedings.

Whyte, James Benjamin. 

Member of Zetland and St George. Resigned 31 December 05.

Further Members 1903 - 1906 and their work

W Bro E F Mullan has compiled a list of members up to the end of 1906 and their names and brief particulars are contained below.
Derrick, George Alexander. 

Joined 26 January 03 and 7th Worshipful Master in 1908. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1890). Commander of Knights Templar 1890. Deputy District Grand Master (active) 1903. Founder of Derrick & Co, Accountants, Secretaries and Auditors. Commander of the Singapore Volunteer Corps. Consecrating officer for Eastern Gate. Resigned 25 January 09 on retirement.

Edlin, Edward Frederick. 

Joined 26 January 03 and 5th Worshipful Master in 1906. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1903). Deputy District Grand Master. Gave paper 29 April 08 ‘Hiram Abif’. Resigned 31 December 08 but remained active in District Grand Lodge thereafter. A lawyer and served on the 1907 Opium Commission.

Thomas, George Ernest Venning. 

Joined 26 January 03. Member of St George. Resigned 31 December 05.

Begg, Alexander Hood. 

Joined 29 April 03. Member of St George. Resigned 31 December 05

Lawrie, Walter David. 

Joined 29 April 03. Member of St George. Excluded 31 December 10.

Koch, George L Alexander. 

Joined 29 July 03. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1899). Resigned 31 December 05.

Bankshire, Charles Robert. 

Joined 29 July 03. Member of St George. Resigned 31 December 04.

Ritchie, John. 

Joined 29 July 03 and 3rd Worshipful Master in 1904. Needed dispensation, as he had not been installed previously as Junior Warden. Member of St George. Gave a paper in April 1906 on ‘Masonic Origins.’’ He was in the Army Medical Service, and had travelled extensively. Ritchie gave a second paper on 30 July 1906 on ‘Freemasonry in the Middle Ages.’ Resigned 31 December 06.

Gibbs, Philip Henry S. 

Joined 29 July 03. Passed and Raised. An electrician aged 26. Resigned 5 July 09

King, William. 

Joined 29 July 03. Passed and Raised. A manager aged 39. Excluded 31 December 10

Allen, Rowland BA LLB. 

Joined 29 January 04. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1904). Senior Warden 1910. Resigned 31 December 11. Past President of the Tanglin Club 1910 and 1911. 1895 joined Joachim Bros later Allen & Gledhill. Retired 1912 and died 1928 aged 60. He wrote an unpublished diary in 1895 ‘Experiences During a Voyage to Singapore. Notes and Description of the Town.’

Amsberg, Simon Earnest. 

Joined 29 January 04. Member of St George. Resigned 30 April 06

Makepeace, Walter. 

W Bro Walter Makepeace was born in 1859 in the Midlands and came to the Far East in 1884. He joined Lodge St Michael on 29 January 04 and was 12th Worshipful Master in 1913. Member of Zetland (Worshipful Master 1893 and 1918) and St George. He was for many  years the President of the Board of Benevolence. His long ambition to accumulate $50,000 in the St John’s Fund was realised in 1934.
 His reports were always humane and precise. He was appointed Deputy District Grand Master in 1912 and ruled District during Elliot’s long sick leave in England. Past Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies (England) 1919. Member of District 1893 - in the last pre-war Pentagrams he was the only pre-1900 Member of District still registered. He installed Mayhew as District Grand Master of Mark Master Masons on 25 April 1925. Makepeace was initially an educator and later the Editor of the Singapore Free Press, started in 1835, ten years before the Straits Times. Makepeace Lodge was consecrated to honour his name on 6 September 1913. He was a master of English prose and his editing of and articles in the early Pentagrams are easily discernible. He wrote a book jointly with Roland Braddell and Dr Gilbert E Brooke ‘One Hundred Years of Singapore’ published John Murray 1921 and more recently republished. He retired to England in 1926 after almost 40 years in the Far East. W Bro Harold Carpmael then recorded that ‘W Bro Makepeace’s faithful and unostentatious services in every sphere of public, religious, charitable, and Masonic work in Singapore will never be forgotten and will be a landmark for all future generations.’ Makepeace was elected an Honorary Member of Lodge Malaya in 1936. Gave paper 29 January 12 ‘The Call of the Craft’ - see other Papers in this series for a full appreciation of this remarkable Mason. Elected an Honorary Member of Lodge Malaya in 1936. Probably died during World War II (officially a Brother who did not report to his Lodge after the War was assumed to have resigned on 31 December 1941 - there were 209 such resignations).
 The Notice Board in the Entrance Hall of the Coleman Street Club, designed by W Bro P O G Wakeman, is a memorial to the late W Bro Walter Makepeace and a gift of his son in 1947.

Spriggs, Charles William. 

Joined 29 January 04 and 4th Worshipful Master in 1905. A joining member of St George (Worshipful Master 1915). Resigned 31 December 06.

Dunman, William.  

Joined 29 April 04 and 23rd Worshipful Master in 1924. Initiated Lodge St George 23 October 1900. Died 28 June 1933. He retired to the Cameron Highlands in April 1931 when the Pentagram reported:

It may justly be said that Singapore has lost a staunch and regular progressive ‘City Father’, who devoted his far from mean abilities to the betterment of the town and island and his cheery and genial personality will be greatly missed by the Singapore Brethren

The Pentagram published 1934 reports his death and disclose details of a fascinating background.

The passing away of W Bro William Dunman at the age of 77 severs a unique link with Malaya and Singapore because his grandfather landed in Singapore only three years after Raffles had established the Settlement.

Bro Thomas Dunman, the father, was one of the early initiates of Lodge Zetland and his name appears frequently in the old minute books. Bro Thomas Dunman married the daughter of W Bro T O Crane one of the founders and the first Junior Warden of the Lodge. 
 

After a strenuous life, W Bro William Dunman retired to the Cameron Highlands in April 1931. Unfortunately, he was not long spared to enjoy the evening of his days, but to the end, his brain never lost its keen incisiveness.

Rickard, Frederick Arthur. 

Joined 29 April 04. Joining member of Zetland (Worshipful Master 1905). Preceptor in Emulation Lodge 1905. District Grand Secretary 1906. Resigned 31 December 09. Gave papers 29 September 06 ‘The Etiquette of Freemasonry’ - this is the first recorded paper of the Lodge - and 29 July 07 ‘The Science of Numbers’. His considerable contribution to Lodge St Michael is described in this Paper.

Watkins, Alex James William. 

Joined 29 April 04. Member of Read. Resigned 10 March 11.

Woodside, William Arthur. 

Joined 29 April 04. Member of St George. Resigned 31 December 04.

Stratton, George Bernard. 

Joined 29 July 04. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1910) and of Zetland. Inner Guard 1910. District Grand Pursuivant 1910. Senior overseer at consecration of Batu Bertanda on 31 March 1910. Member of Negri Sembilan Lodge. Resigned 29 January 1913. 

Strode-Hall, Charles E. 

Joined 28 January 05. Member of Perak Jubilee. Resigned 1 August 07

Shallcross, George. 

Joined 29 April 05. Member of St George. Died Jul-06.

Diepenheim, Jan W Casper. 

Joined 29 April 05. Member of St George. Resigned 31 December 06

Bidwell, Reginald Alfred. 

Joined 29 July 05. Member of Zetland. Passed and Raised. Architect. Excluded 29 September 11. 

Sproule, Percy Julian. 

Joined 30 April 06. Born in Ceylon in 1873. He was initiated Royal Prince of Wales on 6 April 1898 and served every office from Tyler to SW. Worshipful Master St George 1907 - they ‘gave him the chair’. Preceptor in Emulation Lodge in 1905. Judge at the Penang Supreme Court and in the north of the Peninsula for most of his career - ‘the Boagernes of the North.’ A contributor to the Pentagram from ‘up North’. Resigned from Lodge St Michael 31 December 09. Deputy District Grand Master (active) 1916 ‘to further the cause of Freemasonry in the northern part of the Peninsula’. District Grand Master 1924 to (early) 1933. W Bro A W Still was offered the DG Mastership but declined on grounds of health. Sproule stepped down voluntarily in 1933 in favour of Trimmer to allow Trimmer to attend the consecration of Royal Masonic Hospital and Great Queen St Headquarters. A Farewell Message to the District from his home in Littlehampton is published in the 1933 Pentagram pp5, 6. Married.
 He was actively involved in the formation of Lodge Malaya in London in 1930, and in all its subsequent activities. On return to England he also assisted Malayan Brethren with admissions to UK Charities. Lost his right eye in a ‘lamentable accident’ in October 1935. He attended the District Grand Meeting in December 1937 while ‘out on a short visit to Malaya’ and addressed the Brethren on an Especial Meeting of Grand Lodge to invest King George VI as a Past Grand Master. He also attended a meeting of Victoria Jubilee Chapter in 1951, and there is a group photograph that includes him in his 78th year. He gave a paper ‘The Tracing Boards’ in 1914 that was considered unsuitable for publication for its religious content. He wrote a poem suggesting unworthy masons did a period of purgatory with God in the creation of new universes - reviewed later - perhaps to salve his conscience as a judge of men. He died 17 January 54. He had loved and served the District tirelessly for 56 years. His period of rule coincided with a period of economic slump. His energy and enthusiasm did much to steer Freemasonry through it.

Izard, Rev Herbert Crawford. 

Joined 29 July 06 and 8th Worshipful Master in 1909 & 1910. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1908). Promoted to Venerable Archdeacon. Resigned 29 September 11 when ‘he left for home’. Izard was expected to return but never did. Served as President of Board of Benevolence for two years. Makepeace both preceded and succeeded him.

Bryant, Alfred Thomas. 

Joined 30 July 06. Member of St George. Resigned 19 August 09.

Bell, Henry Leonard. 

Joined 29 September 06. Member of St George (Worshipful Master 1907/08). Resigned 31 December 07. 

Statistics of Lodge St Michael 1902-1906.

There were 21 Founder members and by the end of 1906 the total number the total number passing through the Lodge had reached 48. However, there were many resignations, one death, and these combined to restrict the number of members at any one time. The number of resignations may have been due to the specialised nature of the work undertaken by The Lodge St Michael.

1902
21 Founder Members listed as total membership

1903
8 Joining Members and 2 passed and raised - total 31

1904
9 Joining Members and 5 Resignations - total 35. This was the highest to be achieved for many years

1905
4 Joining Members and 8 Resignations - total 31

1906 4 Joining Members, 4 Resignations and 1 Death - total 30

� David Bailey regrettably died on 19th January 2002, leaving the rest of his intended work unfinished but, having achieved much.


� Pentagram for 1936 p 8. Makepeace sent W Bro R A Dix this letter from England. Makepeace was proud of his work as editor of the early Pentagrams, and congratulates Dix as a worthy successor and chides him for using the word ‘compiler’ not ‘editor.’


� Craig’s paper appears in the 17 November 1909 edition of the Pentagram and occupies nineteen of its twenty-eight pages. It is the first Lodge St Michael paper to be published in the Pentagram. 


� The earliest document that W Bro William Craig could locate where the word ‘District’ was used was 17 June 1867. 


� The fire at the Straits Times occurred on 16 February 1869. In his History of the District, Pentagram 1959 p 11, W Bro A W Frisby ‘English Freemasonry in Malaya and Borneo 1765-1958’, Pentagram for 1959 tells us Duff was the unofficial historian of the District at the time.


� Seale J L. 'Keeping of Records.' In this paper presented in 1977, W Bro J L Seale quotes extensively from a paper first given by W Bro Walter Makepeace on 29 January 1907. The paper was discovered in a bound volume of ‘Transactions of Lodge St Michael No 2933 for the years 1903 - 1908’ kept in Queen Street, London (not available to this writer). These ‘Transactions’ were the forerunner of the Pentagram, but the Pentagram had the much nobler purpose of acting as a gazette for establishing ties between Brethren in our far-flung District.


� In Mary Turnbull’s Short History of Singapore, Malaysia, & Brunei, there is a photograph of Mitchell attending the first Federated Malay States durbar in 1897, looking overdressed and uncomfortable. In this photograph, among the many Malay sultans, stand Sir Frank Swettenham, also rather stiff looking, and a more relaxed Hugh Clifford. 


� Sir Charles Mitchell directed Henry Ridley to ‘stop wasting his time on exotic plants’, referring to Para rubber trees. Acres under rubber increased from 16,000 in 1902, to 100,000 in 1905 and 200,000 in 1909; and exports from 432 tons in 1906 to 8,792 tons in 1911 and the price then was twelve shillings a pound. This was driven by the invention of the motor car and proved salvation to planters after the failure of coffee. In 1930, the price of rubber dropped to three pence a pound! Masonic expansion and difficulties mirrored these vicissitudes. 


� A brief description of the involvement of the Joachim family in Freemasonry in the Eastern Archipelago is contained in Jennings paper The First Fifty Years of the Craft in the Eastern Archipelago (1970), and in Frisby’s Pentagram 1959 p 115. Frisby points out that Joaquim Parsick Joaquim who signed the Petition, as District Grand Master, was the blood brother of W Bro John Parsick Joaquim and between them they account for four Masterships of Zetland and St George. W Bro Basil John Parsick Joachim was the son of John Parsick and a member of Read Lodge in the 1950s. A photograph of him appears in the Preface to the June 1952 Pentagram. He was a member of District in 1916! He was particularly active in the rebuilding and re-consecration of Read Temple immediately after WW II. Joachim presented Lowick with a silver key suitably inscribed ‘out of the goodwill, affection and respect in which we hold you.’ Frisby recounts that in 1959 there were ten Masonic Joachims, five of the first generation, two of the second and three of the third. The Armenians were dispersed by the Ottoman Turks, and like the Parsees, considerably assisted the British in their territorial ambitions in India and the East. Rowland Allen joined Joachim Bros in 1895; the law practice later became Allen & Gledhill.


� W Bro Arthur Knight is the subject of Paper 2 in this series.


�  For further details of the ‘Four Crowned Ones  refer to Pentagram for 1949 at p 36. 


� Lodge St Michael Minutes of Meeting 29 April 1952.


� See also Herring D J. ‘The Foundation of the Lodge St Michael.’ Paper 1976. ‘The District must be grateful to the secretary of Quatuor Coronati Lodge for ‘discovering’ this Book in the Grand Lodge Library, and to W Bro Herring for having gone to the trouble and expense of having it photocopied.’ 


� Letter from Makepeace to Dix previously noted. Pentagram for 1936 p 8.


� Originally stated as twelve by David Bailey. Amended by research by Edwin Mullen.


� Pentagram for 1936 p 8. 


� Pentagram 17 November 1915 pages 10 - 18.


� Makepeace tells us that, while District Grand Secretary, Craig drafted District by-laws and included a South African provision allowing for Proxy Commissions at District Grand Lodge Meetings. United Grand Lodge deleted it. In addition, while Craig was Master of Lodge St Michael a South African visitor gave a lecture. He retired to Australia, which was unusual for English families at that time.


� Henry Sadler wrote a book ‘Thomas Dunckerley. His Life, Labours, and Letters’ published in 1891 and reviewed by W Bro A W Frisby in the Pentagram of June 1956 pages 34-49 and in the succeeding Pentagram of June 1957 pages 17-21. In addition, two other books ‘Masonic Reprints and Revelations, 1898’ and ‘Masonic Facts and Fictions 1897’. In the Pentagram of June 1952, all three were in the Coleman Street Library.


� Pentagram 24June 1916 pages 26 - 31. Craig’s paper attempts to trace Emulation pedigree back to 1813 and the Union and Lodge of Reconciliation, and provoked much discussion on the relative merits and antiquity of different rituals.


 In 1890 Zetland established the ‘Singapore Emulation Lodge of Instruction’ - reported District Meeting 29 November 1890. 


It would seem that in the 1890s there was a common ritual and a common Lodge of Instruction. Possibly Craig argues for the retention of Emulation, or presents a case for the establishment of Emulation Ritual as standard. 


It is difficult to know when schism occurred. Masons constructed the original Tower of Babel, a feat equalled by the present versions of ritual in the Archipelago.


� Amended from 1949 based on Edwin Mullen’s research


� Arthur Knight can be found mentioned in C B Buckley's 'An Anecdotal History of Old Times in Singapore 1819 - 1867' first published in 1902 but recently republished.


� Pentagram 31 March 1911 pages 19, 20.


� 1934 Pentagram p 26.


� See p 83 of the Pentagram for 1948. Strength reduced from 1196 to 987, not counting duplicate and multiple memberships.


� Per D J Herring in a paper ‘Freemasons’ Hall 23A Coleman Street.’ See Pentagram June 1984 p 13. This interesting paper gives details of Post War refurbishing of the Temple 1941-1956. W Bro P O G Wakeham took on a lot of responsibility for organising the whole work.


� Jennings E L S ’First Fifty Years’ has a section on W Bro Thomas Dunman who was the Police Commissioner and first President of the Tanglin Club. Refer also to C B Buckley's 'Anecdotal History’. W H Read’s mother and sister also arrived in 1823 with Dunman. Read’s sister married Seymour Clarke and had five children. Owen Crane had fourteen children, thirteen of whom survived, and Buckley attributes this to the healthy conditions in Singapore. One should remember poor Raffles who lost a wife and three children in Batavia. The business community settled in Singapore in contrast to the Government Officers who served term contracts. The Tanglin Club Book ‘Forty Good Men - The story of the Tanglin Club 1865-1990’ gives personal and social details of several of the early members of Lodge Zetland, these details being most especially excluded from Masonic biographies.


� Very few details of the families of Brethren appear in Masonic records. This detail is recorded because in a Lodge speech, some thoughtful speaker wished Bro and Mrs Sproule a happy home leave. Research is needed in non-Masonic records to flesh out personal details of our past Brethren.





