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FREEMASONRY FOR 

SEX, MURDER AND PROFIT

NARRATION

Introduction (1, 2)

Brethren, my talk tonight is more of a position paper than an in-depth study.

The title is rather radical and may be seen to be provocative. However I have deliberately used it for two reasons;

1. I need an audience otherwise no-one would attend my installation tonight

2. We really need to re-examine what we are doing as a Lodge of Research in Freemasonry in Singapore, while the rest of the world perceives us differently.

Tonight to I would like to outline my concept of where the public perception of Freemasonry has been heading over the past few years and the opportunities open to us, as a Research lodge, to either correct this perception or to adjust our future direction of Freemasonry.

Public Perception (3)

Preventing perverse public perceptions is only one approach that we need to look at in the future. This will take a lot of study and research.

There is now a lot of information available in the Public Domain as well as through Family and Friends who may be Freemasons.

This information dictates the quality of the Public Perception and either allows the public to perceive us as a benign group of ritualists doing a bit of charity work every now and then, or as a secret sect conspiring to overthrow the World Order and dictate the future of humanity.

So where do these two polarised perceptions stem from and is this important to the future of the Masonic Movement?

Obviously it is, otherwise we would never be able to acquire new members who are attracted by their perception developed by public means

If this public perception is not accurate then we as a research lodge have a task to do our best to rectify this.

Public Perception (4)

If we look at the two main causes of the decline of numbers in freemasonry, 

one is retention of members 

which you can see from the figures – the average staying duration after the MM degree has decreased from 20yrs in the 50’s to 5yrs in the 90’s and has been the subject of many attempts and studies

Common Threat (5)

Probably one of the most interesting studies in recent years was undertaken in New Zealand and shows the decline in the age of members joining paralleling the overall decline in numbers leading to the demise of Freemasonry there, within forty years.

Public Perception (6)

and the other is how to attract new members.

If the general public has the wrong perception of Freemasonry in general it makes little difference hom much we reach out in our own activities, we will be changing that perception one person at a time…

Perceived Influences on 

Masonic Membership (7)
In this diagram I have tried to look at all the influences that should play on the wellbeing of a lodge, however this is a subjective analysis and needs to be quantified to used accurately

The First situation reflects the wellbeing of Society as a whole. In times of trouble (war, depression, crises etc) there should be a natural tendency to group together for support

When times are good generally speaking people would feel less need for common support.


Perceived Influences on 

Masonic Membership (8,9)

The Second influence lies still outside the lodge, in the perception held by the general public. This perception can be influenced by publicity of the Masonic whether it is seen as an honorable fraternity or full of conspiracies and scandals
Perceived Influences on 

Masonic Membership (10)

This then in turn dictates the numbers entering the lodge. Which in turn is dictated by in the lodge management style

Brethren, I believe it is this type of rather complicated relationship diagram that then shows the potential health of Freemasonry in our society.

Historical exposé (11)

I have always thought of Freemasonry as some form of private  invitation of assistance to brethren who were of suitable standing.

In the old days how you would have been exposed to freemasonry would have been through word of mouth as I suspect that there would have been little written material available to the common man.

To become a freemason in those days would have stood for something special and given you greater standing in your local community. It would have also given access to an inner-circle of influential people

Tools and Allegories (12)

The tools for teaching would have had to be the only book widely published and quoted in the western world at that time – the bible. With its parables and stories being used in an allegorical context to teach moral uprightness

The Written Word (13)

There would have been no desktop publishing and mass distribution, which we now have and no Internet to immediately place in the public realm giving access to all who wish to find out about the workings of Freemasonry.

Early Freemasonry (14)

This brief time line shows the major development of Freemasonry, which as we know it, occurred from 1599 to about 1603 probably through the making of King James 6th a Mason.

Historical Exposés (15)

Throughout the existence of Freemasonry there have been exposes in on form or another but due to the limitation of the dissemination of information in that time the extent and speed of its emergence was rather limited.

One of the most important seems to be the one by Samuel Prichard entitled “The history of masonry or masonry dissected” in 1730.

Historical Exposés (16)

Even then it shows the admission of other inferior trades being admitted to the mystery.

Historical Exposés (17)

As the written word became more available through pamphlets and broadsheets so did the exposes increase in number and context – first tentatively and then in more graphic representation

Evidence of the written exposés stem from 1723, and have been continuing on regular basis ever since.

Movies, Flicks, Cinema (18)
Then came the movies

Firstly as entertainment and as a substitute of theater and then as a tool for information dissemination

Earliest movies (19)

Moving directly into the more modern Times

The earliest movies only hinted at the subject or had some obscure reference to FM hidden in it that only FM would understand the inference

Buster Keaton (20)

The Maltese Falcon (21) 

In the opening titles off this film there is a direct reference to Knights Templar, which basically started me thinking upon this theme. To what extent and nature does the public perception be formed by Hollywood and spun into money-making blockbusters while leaving reality at poor second cousin.

A Night in Casablanca (22)

Monty Python (23)

Cartoons (24)

Cartoons became a popular form of illustrating concepts in a visual manner and a few concerning Freemasonry surfaced in the earlier part of the century. 

Cartoons (25)

Occasionally they still surface today 

Cartoons (26)
However the Simpson’s sacred order of the stonecutters shows a revealing public perception of the activities and usefulness of freemasons in society. (many at true word said in jest)

The man who would be King (27, 28)

This adaptation of the famous short story by Rudyard Kipling tells the story of two ex-soldiers in India. They decide that the country is too small for them, so they head off to Kafiristan in order to become Kings in their own right using Masonic third degree ritual as a basis for that power.

Opening of Freemasonry 

to public scrutiny (29)
The culmination of a new set of social factors (including the advent of television) led to steady decline in lodge numbers. 

A few recent serious scandals affirmed the public perception of what freemasons are doing behind closed doors.

One of the simplistic approaches to reversing the decline, was to throw open Freemasonry and let the general public see what goes on in order to allay conspiracy theorists etc.

The Brotherhood (30)

In 1980 The Brotherhood was singularly instrumental in causing a public backlash in the UK as to the role of freemasons in the judiciary and police.

P2 Lodge (31)

Then came the P2 Lodge scandal in 1982, which caused the downfall of the Italian Government 

P2 Lodge (32)

and the very dramatic death of Roberto Calvi. (Recently re-classified from suicide to murder) so this case is still wide open.

P2 Lodge (33)

And of course when such a plot of Mafia, Masons, Church and banking get together there’s bound to be a film. However this film only lasted the few months before it was removed from the cinemas.

Does (over) exposure lead to 

decline of standing? (34)

There needs to be a comprehensive study done to see whether there is any correlation between the declining numbers of freemasons, the declining quality of ritual work, the movement of members and the general dissatisfaction with in the Masonic community, to the opening up of Freemasonry to the general public.

And uninformed public catching a glimpse of Freemasonry may do more harm in the long run, then actually supporting the fraternity in what I perceive to be, as a natural decline in relation to social developments and a consolidation process.

Internet. (35)

We are now living in different times. Almost all the world is connected through the Internet and almost all printed documents are freely available. This is a double-edged sword for Freemasonry.

Anti-Masonic groups have equal voice. Often there is no verification or authentication off what is published on the web.

There is also a lack of Masonic guidelines for the use of the Internet. Even though most Lodges throughout the World have their own web page where they detail members, workings, articles. Etc.

New Rash of conspiracy movies (36)

More recently we have all been subjected to a different interpretation of our workings and rituals through a slew of conspiracy, adventure and heroic epics on TV and in the cinema.

A lot of this is done in the name of drama and entertainment, however this is also potentially misleading as it can give misinformation to potential candidates, and the public in general.

From Hell (37, 38, 39, 40, 41)

In 2001 The Film From Hell starring Johnny Depp, showed an initiation and a trial of a brother, with the allusion that Jack the Ripper was a Freemason and that a cover-up within the Masonic fraternity took place. 

Although this is one account of the mystery, which has never been proven to-date, and the public perception of the negative aspects of freemasons as murders cloaked within their own organisation and abetted by secretive brethren is brought to the fore.

National Treasure (42, 43, 44)

In 2004 the Treasure hunt was on from Hollywood with Walt Disney’s National Treasure. Nicholas Cage plays the hero who recovers a Knights Templar treasure buried in a vault under a church in Wall Street, Manhattan. 

Fighting off villains, the FBI, and the rest of the world, he single-handedly solves ancient mysteries in the blink of an eye, and gets the girl in the end. (sorry guys this is the sex bit!)

Da Vinci Code (45)

In 2004 the Da Vinci Code hit the News stands and shot to become the biggest bestseller making author Dan Brown a publishing sensation around the world and is still in best-seller lists today. 

Its Knights Templar/ Masonic conspiracy theories and thriller style, in which two code-breakers try to track down the truth behind the Holy Grail, have caught the imaginations of millions. 

Da Vinci Code (46)
This has spawned all sorts of profitable sidelines throughout the world including a plethora of books.

Da Vinci Code (47)
Its central claim is that the Holy Grail is really the bloodline descended from Jesus and Mary Magdalene - which the Church is supposed to have covered up, along with the female role in Christianity, has not enamoured it to the Church in Rome.

Da Vinci Code (48)
Which of course just lead to more books sales. 

Da Vinci Code (49, 50)
Solving/cracking the code (which seems to say that the buyers of the book will solve it) and all sorts of weird hypotheses about secret handwriting etc.

Da Vinci Code (51)
Analyses of various constellations to align with the letter M describers by Jesus and Mary at Da Vinci’s Last Supper. 

Da Vinci Code (52)
And of course Hollywood is on track to bring out a movie next year with Tom Hanks,

Da Vinci Code (53, 54, 55)
Also spawning various 

Courses

Tours

Games and memorabilia

Have all added fuel to the fire of the public perception of freemasonry

Conspiracy Theory (56)

Coupled with the unfettered influence of the World Wide Web, conspiracy theories abound

Kingdom of Heaven (57, 58)

The most recent film to arrive is the Kingdom of Heaven which once again shows a Knight on a crusade murdering his was through continents and of course getting the girl in the end. (I haven’t graduated to this part of the Ritual yet!)
Rash of Exposé Books (59)

Other books have alluded to cracking Masonic mysteries and enlightening us as to where we come from and what Freemasonry it all about. I recommend that you read each one.

Coleman Street Exposé (60)

We even have our own Brotherhood Uncovered in some sort of breathless attempt to get more members from Singapore’s Expat community

Heavy Going and Trying 

to be Factual (61)

Over the past 10 years there have been more serious books published which may only appeal to the more serious outsider or brother, however there usually seems to be gaps in the storyline and leaps of faith required to make their point, leaving the student of Masonic History needing only more confirmation of the facts.

Popular and Controversial (62, 63)

Usually rehashing old theories applied to a different angle

D.I.Y. Freemasonry (64)

There is even a growing library of books available for the do-it-yourself freemason (may be useful for those one-day masons in the US)

Musical Exposés (65)

The Secret Lives of the Freemasons

Further Exposés to Come..? (66)

This is the latest exposé, and not the type of information to convince the general public that all is well with freemasonry and a worthwhile organization to join. Unless….you happen to be that way inclined.

Past Analysis of St Michael Papers (67, 68, 69, 70, 71)

Now where does this all leave us?

Public perception is being twisted and massaged into a Hollywood format that is appealing to the thirst for mystery/ conspiracy and the good guy saving the world (and getting the girl)

What have we been up to in the mean time?

I took a look at some of the papers presented to St Michael over the past 20 years and can categorise them into the following areas

Ritual

History

Lodge Administration

Music

And although they are all very good papers in their own right, do not find a cohesive aim or application leading to any conclusive future direction.

Where Do We Go From Here? (72, 73)

So, in order to try to give our research a bit more direction I think that we should have a brief look at what we can do as far as research and publication to establish direction and possible change some of the public perception in doing so.

Are We Still Relevant ? (74)

Is our method of learning and projecting ourselves to the outside world helping or hindering us?

The Californian Masons say that we should capitalize on Freemasons being leaders in the community.

But I think that by targetting leaders of the community, we will then get others to follow and I suspect that this concept could be of tremendous importance to the build-up of numbers in Freemasonryand should be studied in depth.

Possible options (75, 76)

It is impossible to put the Genie back in the bottle

We still have our secrets, but just.

Do we need to up the threshold? 

Should we change the entry procedures?

Or will be just another social/dining club

Or can we attempt to set some of these things straight

Where does our credibility as a Research Lodge in an Organisation that was once at the forefront of thinking, discipline and science?

Will people listen to what we have to say or do we rely on a few individuals spinning millions out of half-truths

How do we make it happen? (77)

By doing

Basis of Research for 

Lodge St Michael (78)

The basic process of research must give everyone in the Lodge an opportunity to get involved.

By taking from our past experience , papers, and thrashing it thought in a manner that is open accessible and beneficial to all then Lodge St Michael will set on a course to broaden the members abilities and give them value back their mother Lodge.

5 Year Outline (79)

I also think that in order to do some good work of substance we need to look at longer period than just one year and try to establish a 5-year rolling programme. As there are only 4 meetings a year these papers become very valuable in the culmination of the research process of the brother or brethren involved and the possible topics which I have outlined here could set some of us on the path to resolving some of the mysteries of our local or worldwide knowledge.

In doing so we could become valuable assets with feedback to our lodges that could assist in areas of mentoring lodge management etc.

Possible Topic Groups (80 -91)

By defining topic groups brethren could establish themselves into small teams to assist with the various parts of the research.

More senior brethren who have already presented papers may assist in advising methodologies and topics. However this should be coordinated fully under the Chairman of the Research Committee

Proposed Annual Seminar (92- 95)

In order to create a think tank and develop strands for research we should aim to hold a seminar as soon as practicable (together with Lodge Mt Faber if possible) so that we can define topics of usefulness and interest.

Publication Opportunities (96)

I hope that by forming research groups within the Lodge we can look at some of the forward looking areas of research such as:

1. Which Masonic figures have led to the development of the local Masonic scene as we know it and what were the circumstances surrounding their development. Do we have modern parallels?

2. Candidate Entrance and Member retention systems, which will foster greater loyalty and personal progress perspectives

3. Approach to Internet, Information and the general Image of what we do, and strive to do, in the wider sense.

4. Lodge Management practices – such as database, accounting and document archiving systems

5. Work on Seminar topics to give a topic depth to all for intensive discussions on that day, and follow through with publicized finings for wider dissemination

Writing a Paper (97)

I don’t believe I can do it

The seed of innovation

Freemasonry for Sex, Murder and Profit? (98)

Sex, Murder, Profit
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