CHINESE TRIAD SOCIETY AND FREEMASONRY SLIDE 1 (COVER) 
1. Towards end of reign of MING EMPEROR CHONG ZHEN, the empire was threatened from within and without.  Within by corruption and maladministration and without by Manchurian Armies encamped outside the Great Wall. SLIDE 2.
2. A group of honest officials decided to form a group to rectify this.  

3. However it was too late as a peasant by the name of LI CHI SHING @ LI CHONG (Li Zicheng) had led a rebellion and captured Peking and forced the MING Emperor to commit suicide.  MING General NG SAM KWAI stationed at the Great Wall against the Manchurians could not accept a peasant as Emperor and colluded with the Manchurians to attack Peking.  During this battle the General’s army was depleted and the Manchurians took this opportunity to attack him and seize the throne for themselves(QING DYNASTY). SLIDE 3 & 4  
4. These MING officials who originally formed the group to change the MING Dynasty now decided to fight against the Manchurians and formed a secret organization and called themselves the ‘HEAVEN & EARTH SOCIETY’

5. They started a rebellion against the CHING (QING DYNASTY – MANCHU).  However, they were defeated at a battle near YENCHOW.  
6. Another rebellion took place led by MAN WAN LUNG, a monk who had taken refuge in the CHING CHUNG SHAN monastery.  He formed an army and was on the way to attack CHENGDU.  On the way, he got lost in the mountains and found a guide by the name of FONG PAN LEUNG who was in reality a secret agent of the local CHING garrison commander.

7. FONG PAN LEUNG informed the garrison commander who laid a trap in the mountains and ambushed MAN WAN LUNG and his army.  Many were killed and the survivors then took refuge in the SUI LAM (SHOALIN) Monastery. SLIDES 5 & 6.   These people then continued to plot to overthrow the CHING in the SUI LAM Monastery.

8. During the reign of the 2nd CHING Emperor, HONG HEI, rebellious tribes from SILU threatened the CHING and needing reinforcements to fight the Emperor decreed that those who assisted him would be rewarded with honours and rewards.
9. The rebels in the (SHOALIN) monastery then decided to assist this Emperor

10. The abbot instructed the chief disciple TAK WAN to lead 128 monks together with CHENG KWAN TAT, his wife and sister to assist the Emperor in the fight against the SILU.  They were successful and defeated the SILU and all but CHENG KWAN TAT refused to accept honours and rewards. SLIDE  7 & 8(SHOWING THE MONKS)
11. The Grand Secretary of the Emperor became jealous of these monks and influenced the Emperor to destroy these monks as potential threats. The Emperor gave orders to CHENG KIN CHAU and CHAN MAN YU to destroy the monastery and to execute CHENG KWAN TAT.

12. It was then impossible to do a frontal assault on the temple because of its position so they decided to drug the monks and then kill them in their sleep.  One day they happened to meet a former monk, MA YEE FUK @ MA NING YEE, who had been disgraced and forced to leave the monastery.  (Collectively known as the 3 traitors.)
13. MA YEE FUK agreed to assist.  A battle ensued during which the monastery was set on fire.  The monks took shelter from the fire under a yellow quilt in the main hall.  Eventually only 18 monks survived and escaped led by TSOI TAK CHUNG.  When they reached near TING SHAN 13 of them died leaving only 5.  These 5 were TSOI TAK CHUNG, FONG TAI HUNG, MA CHIU HING, WU TAK TAI & LEE SHIK HOI – the 5 ancestors of the society.  SLIDE 9.(ONE OF THE ANCESTORS)
14. These 5 ancestors continued the fight and at times quenched their thirst by drinking dew from the lotus flowers.  They eventually reached CHEUNG KONG, TAI HONG ‘LONG RIVER AND HUGE SEA’ where they collapsed from exhaustion.  Whilst in a sleep they had a dream where spirits told them to eat for the sand on which they lay for sustenance.  

15. When the awoke, they ate the sand and their hunger ceased.  They then noticed an object sparkling on the beach and discovered that it was a 3 legged incense pot bearing on the bottom the characters ‘ OVERTHROW CHING: RESTORE MING; and on the side  ‘Act according to the Will of Heaven.’
16. Inside the pot was a Poem regarding the overthrow of the CHING and the restoration of the MING EMPIRE.  
17. While they were worshipping, CHING soldiers attacked them, with the river in front and soldiers attacking from the shore, they were in great peril.  Suddenly, a grass sandal from a pair one of them had brought from the monastery suddenly turned into a boat and using it crossed the waters. SLIDE 10 (SHOWING ONE OF THEM WEARING ONE SANDAL)
18. Later they encountered other CHING soldiers and during the battle, lost the grass sandals.

19. They escaped and continued to look for a place to cross this BLACK DRAGON river.  They then came to a bridge known as ‘YEE PAN KIU’ – ‘TWO PLANKED BRIDGE’.  This bridge was strongly guarded by CHING soldier and they managed to get under the bridge without detection and they saw 3 large stones in the river each bearing a character ‘TING;HOI;FAU;’ – ‘CALM:SEA:FLOATING;”  Using these stones, they then managed to cross this river.  SLIDE 11 (CEREMONY OF TWO PLANK BRIDGE) & SLIDE 12 SHOWING  THE BANNER OF TWO PLANK BRIDGE
20. After crossing the river, they met a fruit seller by the name of TSE PONG HANG who gave them fruit to eat and led them to shelter in a woodcutter’s hut, his name was NG TING KWAI.  While the ancestors were sheltering, NG TING KWAI met CHAN MAN YU, the magistrate of PO TING district who asked him if he had seen five monks.  Realizing that this CHAN MAN YU was the enemy of the 5 ancestors, NG TING KWAI killed him.  Later NG TING KWAI found one of the grass sandals lost by these monks and was then recognized as the first CHO HAI – GRASS SANDAL official of the society. 
21. Later the 5 ancestors took shelter at PO TAK Monastery.  At this monastery, they were introduced to another 5 rebel leaders who were former officials of the MING Dynasty.   They swore to assist the monks and avenge the wrong done to them by raising forces to attack the CHING.  For their devotion and assistance, they are now known as the SECOND FIVE ANCESTORS OF THE SOCIETY.

22. They made their way to MUK YUENG city in FUKIEN to recruit men to rebel against the CHING.  During the recruitment, they met a boy called CHU HUNG CHUK who claimed he was a descendent of the house of MING.  He was able to produce documents and was made crown prince of their society.  

23. On the 25th day of the 7th Moon in the Kap Yan Year, Chan Kan Nam conducted a mass ceremony during which the officers of the organization were elected and all swore an oath to overthrow the CHING and restore the MING.

24. During this ceremony, a bright red glow appeared in the eastern sky.  This was regarded as a portent symbol as the sound for red (hung) is almost identical to the regal name of the MING Emperors so the members decided to refer to themselves as members of the ‘HUNG Family or HAN FAMILY’  SLIDE 13 (SIGN AND EXPLAIN THAT IT IS 3 ABOVE THE CHARACTER FOR HAN MEANING HEAVEN EARTH & MAN UNITED TO RESTORE HAN)
25. The 5 ancestors realizing that a series of rebellions simultaneously would have the effect of dividing the CHING army decided to divide into various parts of the country to raise recruits.  
26. However, in order not to be penetrated by spies, they created secret signs by which each group could recognize themselves as members of the rebellion.

27. FIRST LODGE (Fukien and Kansu province), known as ‘GREEN LOTUS HALL OF PHOENIX DISTRICT’  Its regiments carried a black flag bearing the character PIU ‘Glorious’.  Also known as ’19 – Tai’ ’19 – Steps or Ladder’ SLIDE 14 – FLAGS OF THE FIRST LODGE
28. SECOND LODGE (Kwantung and Kwangsi), known as ‘HUNG OBEDIENCE HALL OF THE GOLDEN ORCHID DISTRICT’.  Its regiments bore a red flag with the character ‘SAU’ – ‘AGES or LONGEVITY’.  Also known as  ’12-Tai’
29. THIRD LODGE(Yunnan and Szechuan) known as ‘HEAVENLY QUEEN HALL OF THE HAPPY BROTHER (of water) DISTRICT’.  Its regiments bore a vermillion flag with the character HOP- ‘UNITED’. Also known as ‘9 Tai’
30. FOURTH LODGE(Hunan and Hupei) known as ‘GREAT BLENDING HALL OF THE BEAUTIFUL LOTUS DISTRICT’. Also known as ’29 – Tai’
31. FIFTH LODGE(Chekiang/Kiangsi/Honan) known as “EXTENSIVE CONVERSION HALL OF THE WESTERN DYKE DISTRICT’. Its regiments bore a green flag with the character Tung ‘Together’.  Also known as 47-Tai

32. There were many rebellions against the CHING and none were successful.  As a consequence many members died and those that survived had to leave the country for America, Australia and South East Asia.  They nevertheless remained true to their obligation and continued to raise funds and work for the rebellion against the CHING back in CHINA.

FACTUAL HISTORY

1. In 1903, Dr. SUN YAT SEN, leader of the Republican Party, joined the ‘KWOK ON WUI ‘ NATIONAL STABILITY SOCIETY’ in Honolulu and was immediately promoted to the official rank of HUNG KWAN ‘RED POLE (or FIGHTER). SLIDE 15  SHOWING DR. SUN
2. Dr. SUN then formed other society tied to these patriotic organizations and finally the Prosperity of China Society which was eventually changed to National People’s Party.  

3. He traveled extensively in America and Asia to obtain support for the rebellion and in 1911 ordered the revolution which led to the overthrow of the CHING Dynasty a year later.

RANK STRUCTURE:

There are 4 basic ranks in the Triad Society:

a. Hung Kwan – ‘Red Pole’ 


(Fighter Official)

b.Pak Tsz Sin – ‘White Paper Fan’

(Advisor Official)

c. Cho Hai – ‘Grass Sandal’


(Messenger Official)

d. Sze Kau – ‘49’



(Ordinary Member)  
SLIDE 16 ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

LAYOUT OF A LODGE 

SLIDE 17 – LAYOUT OF LODGE
1. The layout represents the Triad City of MUK YEUNG – ‘CITY OF WILLOWS’

2. There are 4 gates placed North, South, West and East.  Each gate is guarded by a legendary General known as the ‘Four Great Faithful Ones’.

3. Inside the East Gate is placed the Banner of the Leader of the Celebrant Society together with the ‘Recruiting Banner’.

4. On the ground near this banner are placed 3 paper effigies representing the 3 traitors, namely MA NING YEE (the monk who assisted in the attack against the Monastery), CHAN MAN YU (the magistrate who attacked the monastery) and HONG HEI (the CHING Emperor who ordered the attack on the monastery).

5. Within the city walls are 3 entrances each guarded by two Triad Generals. All recruits must pass through the 3 entrances before reaching the main hall where the altar is located.

6. First Entrance is Guarded by MAN TO LUNG and MAN TO FONG.  Above the entrance are characters which indicate ‘Multitudes of Virtuous Men are assembled within the gate of mercy’.  At the left of entrance are characters which mean ‘Proceed no further if you are not virtuous.’ And on the right of the entrance are the characters which mean ‘On entering the door do not proceed further if you are not loyal’.

7. The Second Entrance is Guarded by CHENG KI YAU and CHANG TING SHING.  Above the entrance are characters which mean ‘LOYALTY and RIGHTEOUSNESS HALL’.  On the right are characters meaning ‘BEFORE THE GATE OF LOYALTY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS ALL MEN ARE EQUAL’ and on the left are characters indicating ‘INSIDE THE RED FLOWER PAVILION ARE MEN OF HIGH AND LOW STANDING’  - This indicates that membership is open to all regardless of class or rank.
8. The Third Entrance is Guarded by NG KAM LOI and NG WUN YI.  Above this entrance are characters which mean ‘HEAVEN AND EARTH CIRCLE and on right of the entrance are characters which mean ‘UNDER THE YELLOW COVERING THE MARTYRS HID’ and on the left of the entrance characters which mean ‘THROUGH THE HEAVAN AND EARTH CIRCLE ARE BORN THE HUNG HEROES.’

9. The 3 entrances are said to represent checkpoint or passes which the recruits must pass before reaching the main hall.

10. In the main hall is the Triad Altar.  On the alter are hung memorial tablets to the 5 ancestors and the various incidents referred to in their Traditional History.

SLIDE 18 (PRAYING BEFORE ALTAR)
RITUAL OF INITIATION 
REGALIA

1. Ceremonial Robes appear in 3 colours – red: white and black.  Red is restricted to leader of society but may also be worn by Incense Master during promotion ceremonies.  White Robe is worn by Incense Master only.  All other participating officials wear Black.

2. All officials secure the robes with a White cloth.  White is colour of mourning in Chinese Custom and this is in memory of the society founders and the dead of the Sui Lam Monastery.

3. They then put on red headband.  The number of loops in the headband signify the rank of the wearer.

For example:   489 Official – 5 loops

For example;   438 Official – 3 loops

4. Officials then roll up their trousers halfway between ankle and knee.  The left trouser leg folded outwards in 3 folds and the right trouser leg folded inwards in 3 folds.  ‘3’ is the sacred Triad number and the folding inwards signifies the disappearance of the CHING and the folding outwards the reappearance of the MING.

5. A grass sandal is placed on their left foot in allusion to the traditional history where the grass sandal changed into a boat and helped the 5 monks escape across the river.
6. They only wear one because the history states both were lost and eventually only one was recovered.

SLIDE 19, 20 & 21 (SHOWING THE VARIOUS OTHER OFFICERS)

INITIATION CEREMONY

1. Only officials can sponsor new recruits. Ordinary Members cannot sponsor any members.

2. At the East Gate, the candidate holding a joss stick is accompanied by a conductor who is challenged by the Guards.  He is required to provide the secret handshake of the society.  SLIDE 22 &  23 
3. The Guards then question the candidates who promises to never the betray the society and to fight the CHING.  The candidate then pays a small fee to the guard.

4. The candidate still holding joss stick has to crawl on their knees and elbows through the entrance under the guards’ swords.  This is known as “Passing the mountain of knives”. (RECEPTION)  SLIDE 24 
5. Thereafter brought to a secretary’s table where particulars are recorded and remainder of initiation fees collected.

6. The candidate awaits the Vanguard Official to lead them into the altar hall.

7. The Incense Master picks up the Warrant Flag of Leader and displays it and recites phrase (This intimates his authority to carry out the initiation and to collect fees).(REFERRAL TO WARRANT)
8. Thereafter a junior officer is tasked to ensure no police are present and to check that all those present are initiated members. (DEACONS/PROOF)

9. After ascertaining no strangers, Lodge is Opened. Leader then approaches Candidates and recites History and Aims of the Society.

10. Thereafter, a dance is performed during which the different secret positions are exhibited to the candidate. 
SLIDE 25  
11. The next part is symbolic where two tall single stemmed bass lamps are lighted on the altar and a phrase recited followed by the lighting of 5 joss sticks whilst repeating a poem.

12. Thereafter, the Incense Master recites the ‘EIGHT WORSHIPS’ which in effect is equivalent to an obligation to protect sworn brothers, members of their families, to serve the aims of the society.
13. Thereafter, the official worships the memorial tablet of the deceased brethren of the society. SLIDE 26
14. The candidate is then required to kneel on right knee and then left knee and roll up the trousers.(Signifying the disappearance of the CHING and reappearance of the MING). (PREPARING THE CANDIDATE).
15. Thereafter, various previous ancestors are worshipped at their tablets and by pouring wine on the floor as well as prayers offered to the tablets.

16. The candidates now move to inside of East Gate where effigies of the 3 traitors are placed.  The Vanguard official armed with a sword and after a ceremony of presentation of cup of wine as offerings, he cuts off the head of the paper effigy. (SYMBOLIC PENALTIES). 
17. Thereafter, the Incense Master calls the guards to take their posts at the various entrances in the lodge.

18. The fruit seller is then called to come forward who has to recite phrases while he passes the various entrances and reaching the main hall places the basket of fruit in it.  SLIDE 27.
19. Thereafter the candidates are taken for a ‘tour’ of the city and then asked to sit down in front of the 1st entrance whilst the Incense Master and Vanguard recite a series of questions and answers.

20. The Initiation proper now proceed and the candidate is first asked “Which is harder, the sword or your neck?’  To which he replies; ‘My neck’ indicating that he would rather be killed then reveal the secrets.

21. The candidates then take the 36 oaths: SLIDE 28, 29, 30 & 31.
22. The candidates are asked to enter the ‘Heaven and Earth Circle’. Symbolizing the beginning of their journey of initiation. SLIDE 32.
23. Next is the fiery pit (symbolizing the candidates’ willingness to journey through danger for his intiation.) SLIDE 33 & 34 
24. Then the Stepping Stones and the Two Plank Bridge.  (In allusion to the Traditional History.) SLIDE 35 
25. Finally is the bonding of brotherhood where a cock’s head is severed.  The Cock’s head is dipped into a bowl of wine on the floor.

26. Then with a needle and red thread, the candidate’s finger is pierced and dipped into the same bowl of wine.  The candidate’s pierced finger is then bend backwards and placed into his own mouth. SLIDE 36
27. SECRETS
28. WORDS & PHRASES SLIDE 37
29. SECRET HAND SIGNS – SLIDE 38, 39 & 40.
CONCLUSION

30. Although similarities cannot be said to be the equivalent of Freemasonry because of following differences:

a. Freemasons joined for their own development of morality.  Chinese Triads joined in their objective moral pursuit of fighting the foreign invaders.

b. Freemasons have secrets to identify each other taken from Stone Masons’ Lodges.
c. The Chinese Triad developed secret signs in order to prevent being arrested and killed.
d. Freemasons are urged to obey law and order.
e. Chinese Triads –part of their obligation is to help evade police.
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