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Introduction (Slides 1/2/3)
1. Being a member of St Michaels for many years it was an honour to be in installed in the Chair in September 2005.

2. At my installation I presented the paper Freemasonry for Sex, Murder and Profit which was a treatise on how we should be careful how the outside world views us and what we could be doing to better the image of Masonry to the public.

3. While I delivered that speech I mentioned Warren as implicated in the Jack the Ripper murders and pointed over to the District Grand Lodge Honours Board here to the right of the WMaster. 

4. I knew there must be more about this as Warren arrived in Singapore directly after his resignation as the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police and had sat in this very room where you sit tonight.

The Start of a Paper (Slides 4)
1. I read a few papers which had been presented to the Lodge previously, and did a bit of research on the internet, but found that none of them dealt with Warren’s activities in Singapore so I headed for the National Archives and National Library….

2. As WM I also attended the Research Committee which at that time was chaired by our present WM Ronald Ng. With his encouragement and the steadily growing volume of research data, we both came to the conclusion at the same time that this could grow into a book.

3.  The rest is history as they say, and lies before you now in the form of the book.

Writing Tools (Slide 5)
1. Early on I also chose a set of writing tools which world assist with writing such as Copywright, Schrivener and Biblo………………..

2. I decided to self-publish and found a publisher in Singapore who agreed to do the typesetting and printing and as the cost of 1000 was not mush more that the minimum 500, I contracted for 1000.

3. I then engaged a free-lance Editor to pull many of the inconsistencies into line, such as syntax, spelling style and clarity.

4. After Editing I sent the publisher the final copy including the illustrations, for which I obtained copyright permissions to publish from the relevant owners.

5. A few draft reviews followed and eventually after agreeing a cover design, type-face, chapter numbering, indexing etc. the book was printed and delivered.

Publishing (Slide 6)
1. Having never published before, the process of writing a book was unknown to me and after many re-drafts I felt that I had a viable document for printing. 

2. I approached many publish houses and sent them the first chapter as a sample. However none wanted the book as they look at it as a commercial proposition and the market for Masonic books is very limited compared to novels etc. Even Lewis Masonic were not interested in Masonic Biographies.

Marketing

1. By self-publishing I ended up with the responsibility to market the book and saw the greatest market as the Masonic fraternity in the region.

2. by selling the book at the Masonic Club, assistance of a few of the brethren who have sold in KL and at the Sportsman Bar I have managed to sell a couple of hundred and probably close to recovering the self-publishing costs.

3. I have asked my Publisher to try to distribute the book to Kinakunia and Borders.

What Lies Beneath

1. In writing the book I found that I could not include every detail of Warren’s life and had to leave out bits for the flow of the reading and interest of the reader. 

2. Where I felt that there were details to be added, I included these as appendices.

3. Here are some of the further details which are of Masonic significance

Reference s(Slide 7)
1. These are some of the sources which I consulted during the research phase of the book. Most are very willing to assist and look forward to helping someone who has a keen interest.

Overview (Slides 8/9)
1. Many sources for Warrens story dealt with some part of it but not all so I list here the complete biography as an overview.

2. I also tried to set this out graphically as a timeline and is in the book but rather small.

Early Years (Slides 10/11)
1. Warren came from a privileged family with his father and brother in the army with helped with his formative years schooling an military training. His father was a freemason so I expect that there would have been a guiding had there in him eventually joining freemasonry.

2. Bogor / Cheltenham / Royal Military Academy, all were part of a pattern of middle/upper-class boys keen on the military careers ,would have taken.

Gibraltar (Slides 12-18)
1. Gibraltar in those days was a military bastion of British influence controlling the access to the Mediterranian. The military units in Gibraltar had a long history of Military Lodges and were especially affected by the slip between the Ancients and Moderns.

2. When Warren arrived 1n 1858, Freemasonry at Gibraltar had recovered from the split between the Ancients and the Moderns (but the re-numbering of the Lodges still took place) and while it was very active, was undergoing a definition of place and purpose.

3. Also in Gibraltar a situation existed that was unique, in-that all ranks of the military could join the same lodge, whereas in other parts of the world where freemasonry was practiced by the military, they tended to segregate the officers and other ranks.

Irwin & Gould

4. At Gibraltar Warren joined a lodge and came into contact with Irwin and Gould. (When I found this link back to these two eventually with the forming of the Quarto Coronati Lodge I thought that I was onto something, however the more I looked into this the more I was convinced that this was a natural outcome rather than some sceheme to change the course of Freemasonry)

5. However these two must have played a large part in Warren’s Masonic career as he was later to meet up with them in London with the setting up of the QC Lodge.

6. Irwin was a Sergeant at the time but had the ability to lead a lodge, and his keen interest in Freemasonry led him to develop many of the side degrees in UK on his return.

7. Gould was very eminent even then and eventually went on the write Gould’s Masonic Encyclopedia which is known in Masonic circles worldwide and there is even a few copies in the library downstairs.

8. I had to examine all of their Masonic careers to be able to compare their activities, locations and Ranks in this chart and their interaction in Gibraltar

Palestine (Slides 19-36)
1. With the opening up of the Middle East (Bible Lands) around the mid 1800’s there was a renewed interest in uncovering the truth behind the Bible. Lady Coutts had traveled to Palestine and together with Queen Victoria’s backing set up the Palestine Exploration Funds. 

2. She assembled a committee lead by some of the following personalities of that time.

Wilson & Warren

3. From Gibraltar Warren was sent to Jerusalem via the military connection of the Palestine Exploration Fund which depended on the scientific approach to surveying as well as their excavating experience. 

4. Warren followed Capt Wilson in surveying the land and had a small support team of sappers (army engineers)

Early Jerusalem

5. For many years Jerusalem had been visited by various missionaries and eminent travelers. Their drawings of Jerusalem were based on crude methods of perspective and drawing

6. At that time the historic buildings were neglected and show a different Israel than that of today.

Mediterranean Hotel

Jerusalem 1868

7. His work included locating the level of the Hiram Al Sharif on Mount Moriah from the sea-level and the exact position of the Temple.

8. He also developed a cross section though the temple Mount and investigated many of the caverns below. 

9. Warren also was permitted to excavate adjacent to the Temple, however being a sapper and mining engineer he tunneled horizontally until he eventually came to the walls 100ft underground. As Jerusalem had gone through many eras of building and destruction plies of rubble had to be excavated to reach the base

10. There he made a discovery of painted stones as well as colossal stones used in the base of the wall. 
11. In his investigations he came across a cavern with a drain but no obvious source of water so by squeezing through a small opening discovered Warren’s Shaft which is thought was used by the Israelites under siege. The Temple court walls had been found to extend further down the mountain.

1st Masonic Meeting (Slide 37)
1. In 1870 VWBro Dr Robert Morris PGM of the GL of Kentucky traveled to Jerusalem and eventually convened a few Masonic meeting in the Mediterranean hotel and eventually in the Masonic Hall under the temple

2. Eventually after many attempts he managed to constitute the Royal Solomon Mother lodge via the Grand Lodge of Canada.

Discoveries (Slide 38)
1. Still today archaeological discoveries are being made

Dover and Shoeburyness (Slide 39)
1. Warren returned to the UK and wrote his memoirs in a couple of books, but ended up in dispute with the PEF as to the authenticity of his works. After many years this was resolved.

Modern Masonry (Slide 40)
1. In the book there is the outline of the precursor  to the QC Lodge known as the Masonic Archaeological Institute This centered around  WBro Rev Woodford. However this failed as it did not have the backing of a Masonic organization and depended on member’s contributions. Once these had faltered, the organization fizzled out.

2. WBro Sir Walter Besant was the initial secretary and  WBro Speth served as secretary for many years

3. Warren was elected the first W.Master but the Lodge had to wait until he returned from Southern Africa to commence workings.

Griqualand (Slides 41/42)
1. With the transition of the ownership of the Cape from the Dutch to the British the Dutch lost their only assets which they possessed at that time which was slave labour. They had raised large loans against the value of their slaves and overnight the British abolished this practice.

2. This left the Boers bankrupt and their farms became worthless. They eventually banded together and formed the Groote Trek into the hinterland of South Africa.

3. In doing so they displaced the Griqua Tribe from their land.

4. This lead to instability and skirmishes which the British then intervened.

5. Warren following the experience of his father in that area some 60 years earlier was appointed to resolve the land issues which he did amicably and possibly through his and his fathers Masonic contacts.

6. He was feted a hero and returned to the UK.

Chatham (Slide 43)
1. there he continued on with military drill

Palmer (Slide 44)
1. The Suez crisis was stoked by the French and the British were determined to hold on to their possessions in Egypt.

2. Bro Palmer was a linguist who was employed by Britain as a spy to report on troop movements around Suez and disguised as a Bedouin.

3. Unfortunately he was unmasked and attacked by a group of Arabs keen on getting the gold they were carrying.

4. The party was rumored as being lost and the call went out from the admiralty to find them. Warren volunteered as it concerned a brother and a friend who he had known from Jerusalem.

5. Warren traveled to Suez and eventually discovered the truth. He demanded justice and gave permission to execute the perpetrators.

6. For his decisive actions he was rewarded by the Admiralty, Royal Engineers and the Egyptian govt and mentioned in dispatches.

Chatham (Slide 45)
1. Warren then returned to Chatham for further training. 

2. At this time he also had his application to the Royal Society approved following in line of many freemasons
Later Activities (Slide 46)
1. Shows some of the later activist Warren undertook as a timeline. Red is Palmer/Brown is Ripper/ Black Masonic

Bechuanaland (Slides 47/48)
1. Due to warrens successes in Griqualand he was requested to solve a similar situation in Bechuanaland

2. There he was honored with a street-name in Kimberly and a Lodge being named after him as well as a town called Warrenton.

Parliament (Slide 49)
1. On warrens return from Bechuanaland he attempted to enter politics and stood for a seat in Sheffield.

2. Although he lost he was very popular.

Saukin (Slide 50)
1. Shortly after that he went to Saukin and was appointed Commander

2. however the troubles had quieted down and there was not much to do. 

Metropolitan Police Commissioner (Slides 51-53)
1. It was common then to have a military figure as head of te police when Warren received an offer for the job, 

2. This was much more publicly visible than his previous postings and politically charged

3. He managed to put down the Bloody Sunday riots by military means.

4. This was lauded by the aristocracy and condemned by the man in the street.
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5. He also wrote an article in the Metropolitan Magazine about the state of the police force and requested more resources to do a proper job.

6. Due to the publication of his views he was castigated by the Home Minister Lusk and resigned. His letter was not acted on and the matter rested.

7. With the series of murders attributed to Jack the Ripper which occurred from August to November 1888, it showed up the inefficiencies of the police and Warren became the scapegoat.

8. His explanation of wiping of the words from the wall were explained in full in the Appendix as protecting the Jews. 

9. After a debate as to the efficiency of the Police in Parliament, Warrens resignation which had been standing for months was accepted.

Singapore (Slides 54-65)
1. Warren arrived on 6th May 1889 just a few months after the Ripper affair.

2. He was billeted with Sir Edward O’ Malley Chief Justice at Dempsey Rd at Tangling
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3. He was a member of the Executive and Legislative council by default of his commission.
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4. He was installed as DGM on the 13th August 1891 and fully reported in the Straits Times on the 19th August 1891

5. While here he gave a few talks and meetings apparently in aid of charity which were reported in the papers the subject being Jerusalem and the measures of mankind.

6. His military activities are mentioned in the book and involved the reorganization of the preparedness of the troops and the Singapore Volunteer Service
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7. He also set up the Straits Philosophical Society see book

Legacy in Singapore (Slide 66)
1. Formation of Lodge St Michael

2. Masonic Library

3. Warren Shield for Football, Rugby, Hocky, Golf (Shooting?)

4. Improved the lot of the readiness of the Singapore Military

Sucessor (Slide 68)
5. Mitchell was a freemason and Governor

6. Only Master Mason

Thames (Slide 68)
7. On completion of his term here Warren returned to semi retirement to take control of the Thames Division 

Boer War (Slides 69-72)
1. With the outbreak of the Boer War Warren  applied to go, but he was deem to be in retirement then.

2. Eventually a 5th Division was required, and this was headed by Warren.

3. At Spion Kop he was asked to take the Koppie against the Boers. An action that cost thousands of lives.

4. An eventual enquiry committee was satisfied that Warren had acted correctly but damage was done to his superstar image.

Retirement (Slide 73/74)
1. Warren retired to Ramsgate and then to Weston-Super-Mare where he was involved with the Air ministry and the Boy Scouts via his life-long friend Lord Baden Powel

Rest at Last (Slide 75/76)
1. Warren died on the 27th January 1927

Conclusion (Slide 77)
1. This is the story of a remarkable man and leader.

2. Had high moral principals which sometimes led to conflicts with the military establishment 

3. Used the bond of brotherhood throughout his world to assist him in difficult times

4. The influence of the Quatro Coronati Lodge has spread world-wide and Warren’s influence in Singapore is still felt today by the establishment of Lodge St Michael. 

5. In writing we have a tremendous opportunity to expand the presence of freemasonry in Singapore and particularly Lodge St Michael into the international arena as a serious source of Masonic research. 

6. The availability of information and willingness of sources made writing easy
Cover (Slide 78)
1. If I can do it – so can you!

Web Pages  (Slide 79-81)
1. Pietre Stones

2. The Supreme Council 

3. Coleman Street Books

4. Ashlar
Thank You

